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Elusive  Cape  Pa\ul  Edward  Fsrchem 


Photos  of  P.E.  Ferchen’s  house  are  as  elusive  as  photos  of  the  owner  himself. 
His  house  stood  on  the  east  side  of  17th  Street  in  Astoria,  between  Exchange  and 
Franklin  for  about  fifty  years.  A  modem  yellow  house  now  straddles  the  lots  where 
his  house  once  stood.  Somewhere  along  the  bottom  of  the  street,  in  the  1913 
photograph  above,  is  his  house,  perhaps  the  large  dark  one  near  the  bottom  of  the 
hill.  Somewhere  in  some  archive  or  in  the  attic  of  some  distant  relative  are  the  photos 
of  this  man  and  his  family,  and  more  of  his  story. 

Though  many  people  have  helped  author  Ute  Sachau  find  the  scattered  evidences 
of  his  life  and  that  of  his  family,  there  are  certain  to  be  great  stories  about  them  yet 
to  tell.  What  she  has  found  so  far  is  quite  remarkable. 

We  hope  that  what  we  now  present  will  bring  some  life  this  man  who  has  been, 
up  until  now,  little  more  than  a  footnote  in  the  marine  histories.  We  hope  in  presenting 
this  story  now,  after  two  long  years  of  research,  that  those  who  can  add  to  this  story 
will  do  so. 

Lite’s  story  begins  on  page  2. 

The  photograph  above  is  an  enlargement  of a  section  of a  Woodfield  panoramic 
negative  in  the  CCHS  Collection.  No  number  has  been  assigned  yet. 
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History  of  a  German  Immigrant  Family 


The  Fercliens  in  Clatsop  Comity 

By  Ute  Sachau 


Preface 

While  researching  the  history  of 
some  German  emigrants  in  the  Hamburg 
ship  passenger  lists,  I  came  across  a 
member  of  my  own  family,  Maria 
Sachau.  I  had  been  looking  for  her  in 
previous  years,  but  couldn't  find  out 
what  happened  to  her  because  she  disap¬ 
peared  from  the  German  records  in  the 
mid  19th  century.  It  was  pure  chance  that 
I  found  her  and  her  half-brother,  Theo¬ 
dore  Ferchen,  in  the  1 868  passenger  lists 
of  a  ship  from  Hamburg  to  New  York. 
But  where  in  the  U.S.  did  they  settle? 
Luckily,  I  found  Theodore  Ferchen  in  an 
internet  family  finder  index  referring  to 
a  list  of  declaration  of  intent  papers  of 
Astoria,  Oregon,  compiled  by  Liisa  Pen- 
ner.  After  contacting  Liisa,  I  received  a 
huge  amount  of  information  on  the 
Ferchen  family  from  various  sources. 
When  I  had  sorted  out  all  the  details,  I 
found  that  not  only  Maria  Sachau  (who 
had  changed  her  name  to  Maria  Ferchen) 
and  Theodore  Ferchen  settled  in  Astoria, 
but  also  one  more  brother,  Paul  Edward 
Ferchen,  and  five  cousins.  I  was  curious 
to  find  out  what  happened  to  all  those 
members  of  the  Ferchen  family  who  left 
their  homeland  to  establish  a  new  life  in 
a  foreign  country,  and  I  also  looked  for 
the  family  history  of  their  descendants. 
In  two  years  of  research,  I  found  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  details  and  some  interesting  epi¬ 
sodes.  The  result  is  a  story  with  many 
twists  and  turns  and  with  different  biog¬ 
raphies. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  people 
who  have  helped  me  to  research  the 


Ferchen  family  history  from  such  a  dis¬ 
tance  by  providing  information  from  the 
local  archives,  in  particular,  Liisa  Penner 
(Astoria)  and  Ken  Lorenzen  (Davis, 
California).  I  was  also  supported  by 
various  descendants  of  the  Ferchen, 
Astrup  and  Frederiksen  families  supply¬ 
ing  data  and  photos  of  their  ancestors. 

German  Family  Roots 

The  German  roots  of  the  Ferchen 
family  can  be  traced  back  to  the  middle 
of  the  18th  century  when  this  family 
lived  in  the  Uckermark  region  (Branden¬ 
burg)  in  the  Northeast  of  Germany,  west 
of  the  city  of  Szczecin  (Poland). 

Probably  in  the  1790s  the  black¬ 
smith  Johann  Gottfried  Ferchen  (bom  ca. 
1765)  migrated  to  the  North  of  Germany 
and  settled  on  the  Eiderstedt  peninsula 
(Schleswig-Holstein)  on  the  North  Sea 
coast.  In  1 800  he  married  Martha,  widow 
of  the  blacksmith  Gottfried  David  Voss, 
and  thus  became  owner  of  a  blacksmith's 
shop  in  the  village  of  Witzwort.  Johann 
Gottfried  Ferchen  died  in  1837  at  the  age 
of  72.  From  this  marriage  and  another, 
he  left  three  daughters  and  three  sons. 
Two  of  his  sons,  David  Gottfried  (b. 
1 800)  and  Jacob  Michael  (b.  1812)  took 
their  father’s  profession,  the  third  one, 
Johann  Christopher  (b.  1 803)  became  a 
shoemaker. 

The  oldest  son  David  Gottfried 
Ferchen  (b.  1800)  operated  a  black¬ 
smith’s  shop  at  Hemmerdeich  in  the 
neighboring  village  of  Oldenswort.  In 
1830,  he  married  Maria  Dorothea 
Andres  (bom  in  1808),  daughter  of  the 
fisherman  Paul  Andres  at  Hemmerdeich. 
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At  the  age  of  only  41  years,  David 
Gottfried  Ferchen  died  on  December  2, 
1 84 1  and  left  his  widow  with  6  children: 
Johann  Friedrich  (b.  1830),  David 
Hinrich  (b.  1832),  Paul  Eduard  (b. 
1834),  Martha  Friederike  (b.  1835), 
Maria  Luise  (b.  1 83  7)  and  Peter  Theodor 
(b.  1841).  The  oldest  son  Johann 
Friedrich  also  became  a  blacksmith,  the 
second  son  David  Hinrich  became  a 
saloonkeeper,  and  the  sons  Paul  Eduard 
and  Peter  Theodor  Ferchen  emigrated  to 
America. 

In  March  1844,  the  widow  Maria 
Dorothea  Ferchen  gave  birth  to  another 
daughter  Anna  Maria.  She  stated  that  the 
widower  Matthias  Sachau,  school 
teacher  at  Hemmerdeich,  who  had  pro¬ 
mised  to  marry  her  but  died  in  December 
1843,  was  the  father  of  the  child.  Thus 


the  girl  received  her  father’s  surname  as 
was  common  practice  at  that  time.  At  the 
age  of  24,  Anna  Maria  Sachau  joined  her 
half-brother  Peter  Theodor  Ferchen  in 
his  journey  to  America. 

The  youngest  son,  Jacob  Michael 
Ferchen  (b.  1812),  worked  as  a  black¬ 
smith  in  Kating,  where  he  married  Anna 
Harder  in  1841,  and  in  Wesselburen 
before  he  became  owner  of  a  black¬ 
smith’s  shop  at  Rodenas  in  the  North¬ 
west  of  Schleswig-Holstein,  about  1 848. 
Jacob  Michael  and  Anna  Ferchen  had 
eight  children,  Catharina  Elise  (b.  1 842), 
Jacob  Friedrich  (b.  1846),  Jochim  Wil¬ 
helm  (b.  1847),  Peter  Johannes  (b. 
1849),  Heinrich  Eduard  (b.  1852), 
Johann  August  (b.  1853),  Therese 
Wilhelmine  and  Anna  Mathilde  (twins, 
b.  1855). 
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Jacob  Michael  Ferchen  died  in 
1863,  and  his  widow  Anna  Ferchen,  a 
midwife,  was  murdered  in  December 
1876.  After  her  husband  died,  the  ap¬ 
prentice  blacksmith  carried  on  the  shop. 
He  wanted  to  marry  the  widow,  but  she 
refused,  and  so  he  took  revenge  and  kill¬ 
ed  her.  While  she  was  sleeping  in  her 
bed,  he  went  into  her  sleeping  room, 
strangled  her  and  then  took  the  rope 
hanging  over  her  bed  (for  helping  her  to 
sit  up)  and  put  it  around  her  neck  so  that 
it  should  look  like  she  had  committed 
suicide.  His  12-year-old  daughter,  who 
slept  in  the  same  room  as  the  Ferchen 
widow,  watched  the  murder  and  testified 
against  her  father,  and  so  he  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  25  years’  imprisonment. 

Five  of  the  eight  children  of  Jacob 
Michael  and  Anna  Ferchen  followed 
their  cousins  Paul  Eduard  and  Peter 
Theodor  Ferchen  to  America.  Sons 
Jochim  Wilhelm  and  Johann  August 
moved  to  the  island  of  Sylt. 

Paul  Eduard  Ferchen 

Paul,  also  known  as  P.E.,  Edward 
(Eduard)  and  Ned,  was  bom  March  22, 
1834  in  Oldenswort. 

Probably  at  the  beginning  of  April 

1850,  only  a  few  days  after  his  16th 
birthday,  Eduard  Ferchen  joined  the 
Schleswig-Holstein  navy  which  was 
established  in  1 848.  In  the  years  1 848  to 

1851,  the  duchies  of  Schleswig  and  Hol¬ 
stein  were  at  war  with  the  kingdom  of 
Denmark  fighting  for  total  independence. 
(The  king  of  Denmark  was  also  duke  of 
Schleswig  and  Holstein.)  On  April  6, 

1 850  when  Eduard  Ferchen  went  aboard 
gunboat  No.  10  as  a  seaman  recruit  with- 
out  maritime  experience,  an  armistice 
was  in  effect.  In  July  1850,  a  peace 
treaty  between  Prussia  and  Denmark  was 
made.  Schleswig-Holstein  decided  to 
continue  the  war  with  Denmark  on  its 
own,  and  the  navy  was  mobilized.  In 
September,  Eduard  Ferchen  served  on 
the  war-steamship  Kiel  which  was 
involved  in  a  naval  battle  on  September 
17.  In  November,  the  steamship  was 


caught  in  a  heavy  storm  which  caused  a 
gunboat  to  sink,  and  all  crew  members 
on  the  gunboat  lost  their  lives.  On  De¬ 
cember  1 3,  Eduard  Ferchen  came  aboard 
the  steamship  Bonin  which  belonged  to 
the  reserve  unit  in  the  harbor  of  Kiel. 
Here  he  could  watch  the  launching  of  the 
first  submarine  ever  constructed  in  Ger¬ 
many,  on  December  18,  1850.  The 
Brandtaucher  submarine,  designed  for 
a  crew  of  three  or  four  men,  was  driven 
by  two  treadwheels  each  operated  by  one 
crew  member,  and  it  was  caused  to  dive 
by  means  of  counterweights  manipulated 
from  one  end  of  the  craft  to  the  other. 
Due  to  a  shortage  of  money  and  time  (the 
submarine  had  to  be  put  into  service  in 
the  war  with  Denmark),  cutbacks  had  to 
be  made  in  the  quality  of  the  material 
and  construction.  During  the  first  trial 
run  of  the  Brandtaucher,  on  the  evening 
of  December  18,  the  submarine  circled 
round  the  steamship  Bonin.  Sixty-five 
years  later,  Eduard  Ferchen  told  August 
Hildebrand,  a  distant  relative  and  close 
friend,  that  he  also  belonged  to  the  crew 
of  that  submarine.  Perhaps  he  was 
aboard  during  one  of  the  trial  runs  in  the 
following  days. 

On  February  1,1851  when  the  first 
trial  dive  was  made,  Eduard  Ferchen 
fortunately  was  not  aboard  the  subma¬ 
rine.  The  vessel  had  too  much  weight  at 
the  stern  and  sank  to  the  bottom.  Water 
pressure  crushed  the  side  plates  and  tore 
off  some  rivets.  The  three  men,  Corporal 
Wilhelm  Bauer  (who  had  designed  the 
vessel)  and  his  two  crew  men,  were 
trapped  in  the  submarine  for  four  or  five 
hours  until  the  water  pouring  into  the 
vessel  compensated  for  the  pressure  and 
the  men  were  able  to  open  the  hatch  and 
escape. 

At  that  time,  the  war  had  already 
been  over  with  Schleswig-Holstein 
surrendering  to  Denmark,  on  January  1 1, 
1851.  The  size  of  the  naval  forces  was 
drastically  cut  then  and  on  April  1,1851, 
the  Schleswig-Holstein  army  was  dis¬ 
solved.  The  ships  and  other  equipment 
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Captain  Paul  Edward  Ferchen  in  the  November  22, 
1916  Oregonian  newspaper,  at  the  age  of  82. 


of  the  navy  were  handed  over  to  the 
Danes. 

After  his  home  country  had  been 
defeated  and  his  naval  service  had  ended, 
Eduard  Ferchen  had  to  make  plans  for  his 
future,  and  he  decided  to  seek  his  fortune 
in  America.  One  can  only  speculate  about 
the  motivation  for  his  decision.  Perhaps 
he  left  his  home  country  in  order  not  to 
submit  himself  to  Danish  sovereignty,  as 
many  of  his  fellow  combatants  in  the 
struggle  for  the  independence  of 
Schleswig-Holstein  did.  Perhaps  he  emi¬ 
grated  mainly  for  economic  reasons  hop¬ 
ing  for  a  better  chance  to  earn  his  living 
in  the  United  States. 

Reasons  for  emigrating 

Many  families  from  Schleswig-Hol¬ 


stein  emigrated  to  overseas 
countries,  particularly  in 
the  19th  century.  In  the 
years  1 867  to  1914,  alone, 
about  1 50,000  persons  left 
their  home  in  Schleswig- 
Holstein.  More  than  90  per 
cent  of  the  emigrants  set¬ 
tled  in  North  America.  In 
the  second  half  of  the  1 9th 
century,  a  growing  popula¬ 
tion  was  faced  with  fewer 
job  opportunities.  Changes 
from  agriculture  to  pasture 
farming  put  many  of  the 
farm-workers  and  day-la¬ 
borers  out  of  work,  and 
rising  land  prices  made  it 
extremely  difficult  for 
them,  as  well  as  for  those 
farmers’  sons  that  did  not 
inherit  a  farm,  to  begin  on 
their  own.  Some  craftsmen 
were  deprived  of  their  live¬ 
lihood  as  a  consequence  of 
early  industrialization  and 
mechanization.  As  people 
became  poorer,  prices  in¬ 
creased. 

The  main  motivation 
for  most  of  the  emigrants 
to  leave  was  the  desire  to 
break  away  from  a  life  of  hardship  and 
without  prospects  for  the  future.  They 
hoped  to  find  better  working  and  living 
conditions,  higher  wages  and  land  which 
could  be  acquired  cheaply. 

Some  people  left  their  home  coun¬ 
try  for  political  reasons  or  after  wars,  as 
in  1851,  when  Schleswig-Holstein  had 
been  defeated  by  Denmark  or  after  the 
war  of  1 864  in  view  of  the  forthcoming 
incorporation  into  the  state  of  Prussia. 
Many  young  men  emigrated  in  order  to 
escape  from  the  compulsory  military 
service  which  was  established  in  1867 
when  Schleswig-Holstein  had  become  a 
Prussian  province. 
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Models  ofWilhelm  Bauer’s  submarine  with  which  he  repeatedly  submerged  in  the  port 
of  Kiel  in  1850.  August  Hildebrand  reported  that  P.E.  Ferchen  told  him  that  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  crew  of  this  pioneering  submarine.  Photo  above  courtesy  of  the 
Author;  photo  below  courtesy  of  the  Editor 
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A  young  immigrant 

Paul  Eduard  Ferchen  left  his  home 
country  in  1851  or  1852.  After  reaching 
the  U.S.,  he  worked  on  tug  boats  on  the 
lower  Mississippi  for  two  years.  Proba¬ 
bly  sometime  late  in  1854,  he  signed  as 
mate  on  a  New  Y ork  yacht  that  was  char¬ 
tered  to  carry  powder  to  Acapulco,  Mex¬ 
ico.  The  yacht  was  speedy,  having  over¬ 
hauled  and  passed  the  American  clipper 
ships  Spitfire  and  Golden  City  near  the 
Horn.  She  was  equipped  with  two  brass 
guns  and  assigned  artillerymen  to  serve 
while  in  Mexican  waters.  When  the  yacht 
was  entering  Acapulco,  a  signal  hoisted 
on  a  flagpole  ashore  ordered  the  master 
of  the  vessel  to  proceed  to  Mazatlan  to 
discharge,  which  turned  out  to  be  a  ruse 
to  get  the  cargo  of  powder  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  the  soldier  detailed  to  hoist 
a  signal  to  discharge  at  Acapulco  being 
a  spy.  From  Mexico,  the  yacht  made  her 
way  to  San  Francisco,  and  from  there, 
Edward  Ferchen  headed  for  Astoria 
where  he  arrived  in  1855. 

Edward  Ferchen  at  Astoria 

Paul  Edward  entered  the  Columbia 
river  bar  service,  as  a  crew  member  of 
Captain  George  Flavel’s  pilot  boat  Cali¬ 
fornia  working  as  the  boatkeeper.  He 
was  on  the  pilot  boat  which  rescued  the 
sailors  from  the  ship  Desdemona  when 
that  craft  was  wrecked  on  the  sands  in 
the  lower  Columbia  on  January  1,  1857. 
The  three  masted  bark  made  it  safely 
across  the  bar  without  a  pilot,  then  sailed 
directly  into  a  sandbar,  now  known  on 
the  charts  as  the  Desdemona  Sands. 

On  the  1860  Federal  Census  for 
Clatsop  County,  Edward  Ferchen  is  list¬ 
ed  as  a  25-year-old  boatman,  no  real 
property,  his  personal  property  valued  at 
$  400.  On  leaving  the  bar  service,  Paul 
Edward  Ferchen  engaged  in  steam¬ 
boating  on  the  upper  Columbia  river  for 
a  time  and,  upon  obtaining  master’s  pa¬ 
pers,  was  appointed  one  of  the  state  pi¬ 
lots,  a  position  he  filled  successfully  for 
about  35  years.  In  the  1 870s,  he  was  one 


of  the  pioneer  river  pilots  who  directed 
commerce  between  Portland  and  Astoria. 

On  June  26, 1 860,  he  submitted  his 
declaration  of  intent  to  become  a  U.S. 
citizen  and  was  admitted  to  citizenship 
on  April  27,  1 866.  On  March  22,  1 865, 
Paul  Edward  Ferchen  and  Louisa  M. 
Moffit  were  married  by  Thomas  A. 
Hyland,  Episcopal  Church  minister. 
Louisa,  bom  in  Illinois,  was  a  daughter 
of  Judge  J.W.  Moffit  in  Astoria.  Proba¬ 
bly  in  1866,  their  daughter  Louise 
Adelaide  was  bom.  On  March  29,  1 868, 
another  daughter  named  Flora  Fredericka 
was  bom,  and  in  1870,  a  son  Ernest 
Ferchen.  On  the  1 870  Federal  Census  for 
Clatsop  County,  P.E.  Ferchen  is  listed  as 
master  of  a  vessel.  Two  years  later,  the 
total  value  of  his  property  was  assessed 
at  $  1,000.  In  May  1875,  Captain 
Ferchen  commenced  the  construction  of 
a  hotel  building  near  the  Farmer’s  dock 
(now  near  the  foot  of  17th  Streets).  The 
hotel  was  finished  in  July  1875  and 
leased  to  the  O’Brien  family.  The  rooms 
were  mainly  rented  out  to  men  working 
at  the  warehouses  on  the  waterfront. 

On  December  14, 1875,  Louisa  M. 
Ferchen  died  at  the  age  of  29  and  left  her 
husband  with  three  children  and  a  life 
insurance  policy  of  $2, 000.  In  1877,  the 
property  of  P.E.  Ferchen,  who  was  then 
captain  of  the  schooner  City  of  Astoria 
in  that  year,  was  assessed  at  $  3,700. 

Edward  Ferchen  also  took  part  in 
the  political  and  social  life  of  Astoria.  In 
May  1876,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Astoria  Common  Council.  In  October 
1 876,  P.E.  Ferchen  was  in  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Tilton  and  Hendricks 
Political  club.  In  December  1 877,  he  was 
listed  as  running  for  Councilman  from 
the  2nd  district.  In  March  1880,  he  was 
elected  director  of  the  Astoria  school 
district. 

P.E.  Ferchen’s  2nd  wife 

In  March  1878,  Edward  Ferchen 
married  Clara  Virginia  Wilson  who  was 
bom  about  1859  in  Missouri.  In  Febru¬ 
ary  1879,  his  mother,  Maria  Dorothea 
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Ferchen,  died  in  Garding,  Germany,  and 
two  months  later  there  was  a  short  notice 
on  her  death  in  The  Weekly  Astorian 
newspaper. 

In  September  1879,  Captain 
Ferchen  moved  into  his  new  house  which 
had  been  built  over  the  summer  on  17th 
Street  between  Exchange  and  Franklin. 
His  wife,  Clara,  gave  birth  to  a  boy 
named  Paul  Thomas,  on  January  16, 

1 880,  one  day  after  her  own  birthday.  On 
March  1  1,  1882,  a  daughter  was  bom 
who  probably  died  very  soon.  In  April 
1 882,  Ned  moved  to  Portland  for  a  while 
because  the  ill  health  of  his  wife  required 
a  change  of  climate.  Obviously  Clara 
Ferchen  had  recovered  from  her  illness 
in  the  following  year  as  she  and  her 
mother  went  aboard  a  steamer  in  August 
1883  in  order  to  visit  friends  in 
Humboldt,  California. 


In  one  of  August  Hilde¬ 
brand’s  manuscripts  about  life  in 
Astoria  in  the  1880s  (on  file  in 
the  CCHS  Archives),  he  said: 
“There  were  only  a  few  horse 
drawn  vehicles  rattling  over  the 
planked  street.  I  can  as  yet  see  (in 
my  mind)  J.O.  Hanthorn  and 
Samuel  Elmore  putting  on  style 
behind  their  trotters  and  pacers, 
trying  to  make  as  much  noise  as 
possible  over  the  loose  planks. 
And  there  was  Colonel  Taylor 
and  Mr.  Powell  riding  their 
horses  with  a  military  air  ‘a  la 
General  Sheridan,’  and  Mrs.  P.E. 
Ferchen  keeping  up  the  society 
part  on  her  white  charger!” 


On  July  24,  1 890,  Clara  gave  birth 
to  another  daughter  named  Clara  Maud. 
In  the  following  ten  days,  she  was  very 
sick  and  finally  out  of  danger.  Most  pro¬ 
bably  her  second  daughter  also  died  very 
soon.  On  March  18,  1898,  she  also  lost 
her  only  son,  Paul  Ferchen,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  18  after  a  protracted  illness. 
He  was  affected  with  consumption  which 
turned  into  tubercula  meningitis  and 
soon  wore  his  life  away.  For  the  previous 


few  weeks,  his  life  had  been  despaired  of 
but  his  last  hours  were  made  as  comfort¬ 
able  as  skillful  physicians  and  nurses 
could  make  it.  He  was  buried  on  March 
20  at  Greenwood  cemetery. 

Like  her  husband,  Clara  Ferchen 
played  an  active  part  in  the  social  life  of 
Astoria.  In  December  1898,  she  was 
Chief  of  Honor  of  the  Pacific  Lodge  No. 
58,  in  January  1899,  she  was  appointed 
Lady  Commander  of  the  Columbia  Hive 
No.  8,  and  in  February  1900,  she  was 
listed  as  Past  Lady  Commander  of  the 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees. 

Captain  P.E.  Ferchen  continued 
piloting  on  the  Columbia  and  Willamette 
rivers.  He  bore  the  distinction  of  being 
the  only  river  pilot  on  the  Columbia  who 
successfully  piloted  a  sailing  vessel  from 
Astoria  to  Portland  without  the  aid  of  a 
towboat.  The  vessel  was  the  Envoy  of 
Boston ,  in  command  of  Captain  Berry. 
The  trip  consumed  three  days.  While 
enroute  with  the  craft,  a  mutiny  occurred 
when  lying  at  anchor  opposite  St.  Hel¬ 
ens.  The  sailors  refused  to  turn  to  on 
account  of  a  dislike  that  they  had  for  the 
captain,  who  appeared  on  deck  with  a 
shooting  iron  in  each  hand.  Captain 
Ferchen  admonished  him  to  keep  the 
peace,  assured  the  sailors  that  they  would 
receive  fair  treatment  at  his  hands,  and 
the  vessel  was  soon  underway  again. 

According  to  Russell  Dark’s  un¬ 
dated  manuscript.  Graveyard  Passage: 
the  Story  of  the  Columbia  River  Bar 
Pilots,  in  August  1890,  Capt.  Ferchen 
had  official  charges  filed  against  him  by 
the  crew  members  of  the  ship  Ivy  who 
alleged  that  he  was  cruel  to  his  men  and 
that  he  had  assaulted  several  of  them. 
These  charges  were  still  under  conside¬ 
ration  when  Peter  Cordiner  filled  in  as 
bar  pilot  to  take  the  pilot  boat  Governor 
Moody  across  the  bar.  Cordiner,  an  inex¬ 
perienced  pilot,  wrecked  the  pilot  boat 
which  was  “pounded  into  bits  of  kind¬ 
ling.” 

In  December  1894,  the  Board  ot 
Pilot  Commissioners  revoked  Capt. 
Ferchen’s  pilot’s  licence  after  he  had  run 
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P.E.  Ferchen’s  house  appears  on  both  pages,  marked  by  arrows.  The  Sanborn 
Insurance  map  at  left  dates  to  1888  and  Stempele’s  View  of  Astoria  below  to  1890.  The 
Sanborn  maps  are  more  accurate.  These  maps  are  oriented  with  the  south  at  the  top  of 
the  page  and  the  Columbia  River  at  bottom.  West  6th  Street  is  now  17,h  Street;  West  5th 
is  18,h  St.,  etc.  At  the  bottom  of  the  page.  West  5th  makes  a  right  angle  with  what  was 
later  Commercial  Street.  Note  the  trolley  tracks.  At  the  top  of  the  map,  on  West  7th  (15th 
now)  is  the  Pioneer  Hillside  Cemetery.  On  the  4th  block  below  it  is  the  old  Catholic 
Church  on  Grand  Ave.  Below  and  across  W.  8'h  is  the  Episcopal  Church  on  Franklin. 
On  Exchange  Street  between  W.  6,h  and  W.  7th  is  the  Shively  School,  now  the  location 
of  Lum  &  Utti’s.  It  is  on  block  113  on  the  page  at  left.  Astoria’s  first  hospital  is  on  W. 
8th  between  Duane  and  Exchange.  O’Brien’s  Hotel,  built  by  P.E.  Ferchen,  is  near  the 
waterfront  on  W.  6th,  marked  with  a  4  on  the  map  below. 

The  complete  map,  Stempele’s  View  of  Astoria,  from  which  this  piece  is  taken,  is 
on  exhibit  at  the  Heritage  Museum.  The  1888  Sanborn  Insurance  map  is  on  microfilm 
at  the  Astoria  Public  Library. 
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a  ship  aground  in  the  Willamette  river 
one  mile  below  the  Victoria  dock,  neces¬ 
sitating  the  discharging  of  545  tons  of 
grain  and  causing  a  damage  to  the  extent 
of  $2,578.  The  suspension  of  Capt. 
Ferchen  was  widely  disapproved  as  there 
was  hardly  any  pilot  who  had  not  run  a 
vessel  aground  between  Astoria  and 
Portland.  Apparently  P.E.  Ferchen  soon 
got  his  licence  back,  as  he  was  still  men¬ 
tioned  as  a  state  pilot  in  the  following 
years. 

From  the  late  1890s  on,  the  local 
newspapers  reported  on  his  birthday 
almost  every  year,  paying  tribute  to  the 
successful  career  of  the  veteran  river 
pilot.  On  his  75th  birthday  in  1909,  Ed¬ 
ward  Ferchen  received  a  cable  message 
of  congratulations  from  Hamburg,  Ger¬ 
many.  It  was  probably  in  the  same  year 
that  he  retired  as  a  pilot.  In  1913,  Cap¬ 
tain  Ferchen  was  the  the  oldest  living 
Columbia  River  pilot: 

“With  the  passing  of  Captain 
Grenville  Reed  there  remains  but  one  of 
the  four  original  river  pilots  who  directed 
the  commerce  between  Portland  and 
Astoria  in  the  early  70s.  These  original 
pilots  were  Capt.  Al.  Johnson,  Capt. 
Grenville  Reed,  Capt.  Gilman  and  Capt. 
P.E.  Ferchen.  Another  of  the  old  guard 
is  Captain  J.  W.  Babbidge  who  still  lives 
in  Astoria  and  is  one  of  its  prosperous 
citizens.  Captain  Ferchen  survives  his 
early  associates  on  the  river  and  can  be 
seen  out  in  all  kinds  of  weather  like  a 
true  mariner.  He  will  be  80  years  old  on 
March  22  of  this  year.”  ( Astoria  Daily 
Budget ,  January  25,  1913). 

After  a  lingering  illness,  Captain 
Paul  Edward  Ferchen  died  at  his  resi¬ 
dence,  330  Seventeenth  Street,  on  the 
morning  of  January  10,  1917,  aged  82 
years.  The  Astorian  and  other  Oregon 
newspapers  reported  on  the  death  of  this 
well  known  pioneer  state  pilot  who  was 
a  recognized  authority  on  navigation, 
and  a  citizen  profoundly  interested  in  the 
development  of  Astoria  and  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  Columbia  river.  Captain 
Ferchen  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 


Astoria  Lodge  of  Masons  under  whose 
auspices  the  funeral  was  held.  He  was 
laid  to  rest  at  Greenwood  Cemetery  on 
January  12. 

On  September21, 1920,  the  widow 
Clara  Virginia  Ferchen  married  William 
H.  Cole  in  Vancouver,  Washington, 
where  she  spent  the  rest  of  her  life  and 
died  on  November  8,  1 929  at  the  age  of 
about  70.  Her  body  was  brought  to 
Astoria  and  buried  at  Greenwood  Ceme¬ 
tery.  From  both  marriages,  she  left  no 
children.  Her  estate  consisted  of  real 
property  in  Astoria  (value:  $2,200),  a 
piano  ($  1 00)  and  some  household  furni¬ 
ture  ($50). 

The  children  of  P.E.  Ferchen 

The  eldest  daughter,  Louise 
Adelaide  (“Leda”)  Ferchen  (bom  about 
1866)  returned  from  a  visit  to  Oakland, 
California  on  the  steamship  Geo.  W. 
Elder  in  November  1885.  On  August  28, 
1887,  she  married  John  Frederick 
Grosgebauer  (Grosbauer),  son  of  the 
deceased  John  Frederick  Grosgebauer 
and  his  widow,  Sophia,  of  San  Francisco 
who  were  probably  also  German  immi¬ 
grants.  On  March  25,  1889,  their  son, 
Frederick  Edward,  was  bom  and  on  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1891,  their  daughter,  Flora  Lou¬ 
ise  Grosbauer. 

From  about  1889,  John  F. 
Grosbauer  owned  The  Resort  Saloon  in 
Astoria  together  with  Peter  Brach.  A 
couple  of  years  later,  the  Grosbauer  fam¬ 
ily  moved  to  San  Francisco  where  an¬ 
other  son,  named  Leslie  Ambrose 
Grosbauer,  was  bom  on  January  16, 
1894.  In  1896,  John  F.  Grosbauer  sold 
the  saloon  in  Astoria.  On  the  1910  San 
Francisco  city  directory,  he  is  listed  as 
proprietor  of  the  Grosbauer  &  Mullins 
company,  and  in  1 9 1 6  and  1 920,  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Bay  City  Wood  Company. 
He  died  in  San  Francisco  on  October23, 

1 937,  aged  83  years.  His  wife,  Louise  A. 
Grosbauer,  had  already  died  before. 

Their  son,  Frederick  Edward 
Grosbauer  (born  1889),  lived  in  San 
Francisco  between  1910  and  1920.  In 
1919,  his  daughter,  Lois  M.  Grosbauer, 
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was  born.  His  wife,  Hazel 
(nee  Lacey),  died  in  1938, 
and  his  second  wife,  Marga¬ 
ret,  probably  in  1958.  He 
died  in  Sacramento,  Califor¬ 
nia  in  1969  and  left  a  daugh¬ 
ter  Mrs.  Lois  M.  Mores  and 
a  grandson  James  Frederick 
Mores  (born  1945  in  Sacra¬ 
mento). 

Their  daughter,  Flora 
Louise  (born  in  1891),  was 
married  to  Robert  W.  Mul¬ 
lins,  probably  her  father’s 
business  partner,  who  died  in 
1 94 1.  In  the  1 950s,  she  lived 
in  Fairfax,  California.  In  the 
1 960s,  she  fell  ill  with  Alzhei- 
mer’s,  and  she  died  in  a  San 
Rafael  hospital  in  1976. 

Their  youngest  son, 
Leslie  Ambrose  Grosbauer 
(bom  1 894),  lived  in  Fairfax, 
California,  where  he  died  on 
February  28,  1953  from  a 
heart  attack: 

“FORMER  MAYOR  OF 
FAIRFAX  DIES 

Final  rites  will  be  held 
tomorrow  in  San  Rafael  for 
Leslie  A.  Grosbauer,  former 
mayor  of  Fairfax.  The  ser¬ 
vices  will  begin  at  1  PM  in 


Courtesy  of  Lee  Grosbauer,  Jr. 

Leslie  Grosbauer,  Sr.  (born  January  16, 1894  and  died 
October  23,  1937,  both  in  San  Francisco,  California  ), 
grandson  of  P.E.  and  Louisa  Moffit  Ferchen. 


the  Keaton's  Mortuary.  Cre¬ 
mation  will  be  in  the  Mt.  Tamalpais 
Cemetery  in  the  same  city.  Grosbauer,  a 
native  of  San  Francisco,  died  yesterday 
in  the  San  Rafael  General  Hospital.  He 
was  the  brother  of  Frederick  Grosbauer 
of  North  Sacramento.  He  served  as  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Fairfax  fire  district  early  in 
the  century.  He  became  city  clerk  of 
Fairfax  after  its  incorporation  and  held 
the  position  26  years.  After  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1 946  he  was  elected  a  city  coun¬ 
cilman  and  served  as  mayor  one  term.  A 
representative  of  the  Breatheasy  Corpo¬ 
ration,  an  organization  founded  to  aid 
victims  of  asthma,  he  was  active  in  the 
Native  Sons  of  the  Golden  West,  the 
Fairfax  Lions  Club,  the  San  Rafael  Yacht 


Club,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  in  San  Rafael.  Surviving 
also  are  his  wife,  Evelyn;  a  son,  Leslie, 
Jr.,  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Louise  Mullins,  all 
of  Fairfax.”  ( Sacramento  Bee  newspa¬ 
per,  March  2,  1953). 

His  wife,  Evelyn  Gertrude  nee 
Helbush,  died  in  Jackson,  California  in 
1992.  Their  adoptive  son  Leslie 
Ambrose  Grosbauer  Jr.  (bom  in  1946) 
lives  in  Pine  Grove,  California. 

Flora  Fredericka  Ferchen 

The  second  daughter  of  P.E.  and 
Louisa  Ferchen,  Flora  Fredericka  Ferchen 
(born  1 868),  obviously  was  a  good  pupil, 
as  her  1879  and  1880  school  grades 
show:  1879:  Arithmetic  90,  Geography 
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FRED.  FERCHEN. 


HRNDT  <3:  FERCHEN, 


WORKS  AND  OFFICE: 

Foot  of  Lafayette  Street.  ASTORIA,  CR. 


IRON  WORKS, 

STEAMBOAT,  CANNERY  ANO  SHIP-SMITHING 

A  iFtOIALTY .  % 


Sole  Agents  for  Oregon.  Washington  £  Alaska 
—  FOE— 


The  advertisement  above  is  from  1890  and  below  to  1888. 


Machinists  and  Blacksmiths. 


All  kinds  of  Engine,  Boiler  and  Cannery  fork  Done  and 

SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED, 

Also,  Log'g'Ing'  Camps  ZEnitted.’'0‘U.t. 


Sole  Agents  for  Oregon,  Washington  Territory  and  Alaska  for 

E.  W.  Bliss  Co’s.,  Special  Cannery  Machinery. 


Engines,  soldering  machines,  improved  acid  rath  and  crimping 

Machines.  Power  Presses,  Foot  ProsHos,  Squaring  Shears,  and  nil  other  Machinery 
usod  in  Canneries,  including  the  now  Combination  Dios,,  working  without  small  Isprmgs, 
constantly  on  hand.  Also,  Improved  Power  Solder  ('utters. 

Wo  respectfully  invite  all  Oannerymen  to  call  and  oxamino  the  above-  machinery,  ns  it 
is  greatly  superior  to  any  heretofore  introduced  on  this  coast.  Orders  Solicited. 

ARNDT  Sc  FERCHEN,  Foot  of  Lafayette  St.,  Astoria.  Oregon. 

N.  B. — Canneries  fitted  out  complete. 
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100,  Spelling  96,  Reading  75;  1880: 
Arithmetic  100,  Geography  100,  Read¬ 
ing  98,  Mental  Arithmetic  100,  Spelling 
68. 

On  November  4, 1886,  she  married 
Frederick  Stroebel  (Strobel)  of  Portland 
who  most  likely  was  also  of  German 
descent.  In  1890,  they  were  living  in 
Portland  where  he  was  operating  a  sa¬ 
loon  on  2nd  and  Stark  and  the  next  year 
he  operated  one  on  4th  Street.  Their 
daughter.  Flora  Marie,  was  bom  in  Port¬ 
land  on  October  4,  1892  and  their  son 
Carolus  Edward  Strobel  on  June  4  or  5, 
1897.  In  1907,  the  family  still  lived  in 
Portland.  In  1917,  Flora  F.  Strobel  and 
her  two  children  are  listed  in  the  city 
directory  of  Oakland,  California,  the 
whereabouts  or  fate  of  her  husband  Fred¬ 
erick  Strobel  is  not  known.  In  the  1920 
Census  of  Oakland,  Flora  is  listed  with 
her  second  husband,  Randolph  V. 
Monteith,  who  was  foreman  at  Alaska 
Packers.  His  father,  Randolph  V. 
Monteith,  Sr.  in  Astoria,  was  elected 
commander  of  the  local  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  in  1 884  (a  veterans’  organi¬ 
zation),  appointed  judge  of  the  police 
court  in  1 885,  and  was  killed  in  1 886  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun  which 
he  was  placing  in  proper  condition  for 
use.  Flora  F.  Monteith  died  in  Los  An¬ 
geles  on  March  28,  1956,  aged  87  years. 

Her  son,  Carolus  Edward  Strobel 
(bom  1 897),  was  killed  in  a  car  crash  on 
August  22,  1969.  The  obituary  for  him 
says: 

“Carolus  Strobel  -  Funeral  services 
for  Carolus  Edward  Strobel,  72,  well 
known  San  Francisco  financial  consul¬ 
tant  and  a  retired  executive  ofthe  Pacific 
Vegetable  Oil  Company,  were  held  in 
San  Francisco  this  week.  Mr.  Strobel,  a 
native  of  Oregon,  was  killed  in  a  traffic 
accident  on  Highway  49  in  Nevada 
County  last  Friday.  His  wife,  Edith,  was 
injured  seriously  in  the  same  crash. 
Other  survivors  include  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Marie  Pastore  of  Seal  Beach.”  ( Auburn 
Journal,  August  28,  1969). 


His  widow  Edith  Strobel  died  only 
a  few  days  later  on  September  2,  1969, 
aged  74  years. 

The  daughter,  Marie  Pastori  nee 
Strobel,  died  in  Orange  County,  Califor¬ 
nia  on  February  3, 1989  at  the  age  of  96. 

Ernest  Ferchen 

The  son  of  P.E.  and  Louisa  M. 
Ferchen,  Ernest  Ferchen  (bom  1870), 
returned  to  his  home  town,  Astoria,  in 
1 899  after  he  had  been  to  sea  for  several 
years: 

“Ernest  Ferchen,  son  of  Captain 
P.E.  Ferchen,  arrived  in  the  city  last 
Friday  from  Muir,  Montana.  Ernest  is  an 
Astoria  boy,  and  one  who  has  seen  a 
great  deal  of  the  world  during  the  past 
twelve  years.  Since  he  left  Astoria,  he 
has  been  around  the  world  twice  and  had 
experiences  enough  to  fill  a  good  sized 
book.  It  will  be  remembered  by  many 
who  knew  him  in  his  school  days,  that  he 
left  here  on  the  ship  Sovereign  of  the  Sea 
in  1 892  bound  for  Valpariso.  From  there 
he  left  for  San  Francisco  and  then  went 
to  Seattle  where  he  took  passage  for 
Liverpool.  When  the  war  broke  out,  he 
was  sailing  on  an  English  liner  and  after 
a  few  months  shipped  on  a  vessel  bound 
for  the  Argentine  Republic.  He  was  ship¬ 
wrecked  on  the  River  Platte  and  nar¬ 
rowly  escaped  drowning.  He  finally 
made  his  way  to  the  Mediterranean  sea. 
There  he  saw  many  strange  sights.  He 
was  in  Venice  and  says  that  it  reminded 
him  a  great  deal  of  Astoria,  that  is  the 
water  part  of  it.  He  spent  a  week  in  the 
historical  city  of  Alexandria  and  also  a 
week  in  Pompeii.  Directly  across  the  bay 
from  Alexandria  he  saw  a  submerged 
city  and  could  hardly  believe  his  eyes 
when  he  looked  down  through  the  clear 
water  and  saw  houses  and  streets  intact 
as  if  inhabited.  Years  ago  it  is  said  that 
an  earthquake  visited  this  section  and 
this  little  city  of  about  two  thousand 
population  was  completely  gutted  and 
fell  straight  down  to  a  distance  below  the 
level  of  the  bay.  It  is  visited  by  thou¬ 
sands  every  year  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  He  visited  many  important  points 
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in  Russia  and  France  and  has  now  come 
home  to  take  a  long  needed  rest.”  ( The 
Astoria  Daily  Budget ,  September  16, 
1899). 

On  October  22,  1906,  Ernest 
Ferchen  married  Bertha  Newman  of 
Jewell,  Oregon,  and  the  couple  moved  to 
San  Francisco.  Ernest  Ferchen  died  at  a 
sanatorium  in  Fresno,  California  on  Au¬ 
gust  18,  1922,  aged  52  years.  The  fu¬ 
neral  services  and  interment  took  place 
in  San  Francisco,  but  later  his  mortal 
remains  were  brought  to  Greenwood 
Cemetery,  Astoria. 

Peter  Theodor  Ferchen 

Peter  Theodor  Ferchen,  brother  of 
Paul  E.  Ferchen,  was  bom  January  6, 
1841  in  Oldenswort.  He  served  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  with  a  ship’s  carpenter, 
probably  in  the  town  of  Tonning  where 
he  was  listed  in  the  1860  census  living 
with  his  uncle  Jacob  Andres.  Probably  in 
1861,  he  followed  his  brother,  Paul,  to 
Astoria,  and  in  1862,  he  submitted  his 
declaration  of  intent  to  become  an  U.S. 
citizen.  In  1 867,  he  returned  to  Germany 
to  visit  his  mother.  In  May  1868,  he 
traveled  back  to  America  aboard  the 
steamship  Saxonia  from  Hamburg  to 
New  York,  joined  by  his  half-sister, 
Maria  Sachau,  as  well  as  by  his  cousin 
Catharina  Friederike  Andres,  her  hus¬ 
band,  Mathias  Theodor  Christians,  and 
their  nine-month-old  son  William.  The 
journey  via  New  York,  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  (partly  crossed  on  mule  back) 
and  San  Francisco  took  six  weeks  and  is 
described  in  the  Spring  1984  issue  of 
Cumtux. 

In  1869,  Peter  Theodore  and  his 
brother,  Paul,  launched  the  Adelaide ,  a 
scow-built  boat  with  two  masts  and  32 
tons  burthen  from  the  old  Olney  shipyard 
which  was  located  between  Exchange 
and  Franklin  streets.  In  the  1 870  Census 
for  Astoria,  Theodore  Ferchen  is  listed 
as  a  ship’s  carpenter.  In  the  same  year, 
he  was  declared  insane.  We  don’t  know 
what  incidents  or  circumstances  led  to 
this  drastic  measure.  At  a  special  term  of 
the  Clatsop  County  Court  held  at  Astoria 


on  November  18,  1870,  Paul  Edward 
Ferchen  said  his  brother,  Peter  Theodore 
was  insane,  and  after  Theodore  had  been 
produced  in  person  before  the  County 
Judge  J.  W.  Moffit  (P.E.  Ferchen's  father- 
in-law)  and  examined  by  a  physician,  he 
was  declared  insane  and  conveyed  to  the 
Insane  Asylum  of  Oregon  at  Portland.  In 
1871,  Paul  Edward  Ferchen  was  ap¬ 
pointed  guardian  of  his  brother.  In  Janu¬ 
ary  1872,  Theodore  Ferchen’s  property 
was  appraised  at  $630,  and  as  the  estate 
was  indebted  in  a  sum  largely  in  excess 
of  its  value  and  the  property  was  of  per¬ 
ishable  nature,  the  County  Court  ordered 
that  the  property  should  be  sold.  In  Feb¬ 
ruary  1872,  Edward  Ferchen  filed  a  bill 
amounting  to  $847.50,  for  board,  cash, 
materials  for  scow,  etc.  against  his 
brother1  s  estate,  and  the  amount  was 
approved  by  the  Court.  We  don’t  have 
any  information  on  Theodore  Ferchen’s 
state  of  health  at  that  time.  Most  proba¬ 
bly  his  short  life  ended  in  the  Portland 
Insane  Asylum.  He  died  in  March  1873 
at  the  age  of  32  and  was  buried  on 
March  25,  1873  in  Astoria  at  the  ceme¬ 
tery  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  In  1899,  his 
remains  were  put  into  his  brother’s  fam¬ 
ily  plot  at  Greenwood  Cemetery.  For 
Peter  Theodore  Ferchen,  the  American 
dream  did  not  come  true. 

Anna  Maria  Sachau  (Ferchen) 
(bom  March  16,1844  in  Oldenswort) 

When  Peter  Theodor  Ferchen  re¬ 
turned  to  Astoria  in  May  1868,  Maria 
Sachau  joined  her  half-brother.  In  the 
Hamburg  and  New  York  ship  passenger 
lists  she  is  registered  as  Maria  Sachau, 
but  from  her  arrival  at  Astoria,  she  bore 
the  Ferchen  surname.  One  year  later,  on 
July  9,  1869  Maria  Ferchen  married 
Peter  Sieverts,  a  sailor  who  was  bom  in 
Garding  (Schleswig-Holstein)  in  1834. 
Probably  Maria  met  her  husband  during 
the  passage  from  Hamburg  to  New  York 
in  May  1868,  as  his  name  can  be  found 
in  the  passenger  list  of  the  steamship 
Saxonia ,  seven  lines  above  her  name. 
The  wedding  was  celebrated  at  the  home 
of  Mathias  Christians  and  Catharina  nee 
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Andres  (her  cousin),  Rev.  T.A.  Hyland 
(Episcopal  Church)  officiating.  On  June 
30, 1 869,  when  the  marriage  license  was 
issued,  Peter  Sieverts  also  applied  for 
U.S.  citizenship  (declaration  of  intent), 
which  he  received  on  August  12,  1873. 
The  1870  census  lists  Peter  Sieverts, 
captain  of  a  vessel,  his  wife  Mary  and  a 
1 -year-old  daughter  Anna  living  in  the 
Youngs  River  area,  south  of  Astoria.  In 
February  1871,  Peter  Sieverts  registered 
an  entry  of  a  homestead  of  160  acres  on 
Y oungs  River  near  Tucker  Creek,  and  he 
made  settlement  and  built  a  house  on  that 
land  in  the  same  month.  Later  he  also 
built  a  bam,  stable  and  chicken  house. 

On  October  26,  1872,  their  son 
August  Theodore  Sieverts  was  born.  In 
July  1876,  when  Peter  Sieverts  had  re¬ 
sided  on  the  homestead  for  five  years,  he 
received  the  patent  for  the  land.  A  few 
years  later,  the  Sieverts  family  moved  to 
Astoria,  and  the  land  on  Youngs  River 
was  sold  in  1881.  In  Astoria,  their  son, 
William  Peter  Sieverts,  was  bom  on 
November  19,  1879.  In  that  year,  the 
property  of  Peter  Sieverts,  debts  de¬ 
ducted,  was  assessed  at  $325,  and  by 
1884  it  increased  to  $800.  In  the  1880 
census,  Peter  Sieverts  is  listed  as  a  la¬ 
borer  living  on  Salmon  Street  (22nd 
now)  with  his  wife  and  three  children. 
The  1890  city  directory  for  Astoria 
shows  Peter  Sieverts,  foreman  at  J.O. 
Hanthom  &  Co.  (a  salmon  cannery), 
residing  on  Wall  Street  (Franklin  now), 
and  in  1896,  he  is  listed  as  a  watchman 
living  on  Grand  Street.  On  February  16, 
1900,  Peter  Sieverts  died  at  the  age  of 
64.  The  funeral  was  held  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  Temple  lodge  and  was  also  at¬ 
tended  by  the  members  of  the  Sons  of 
Hermann  (an  association  of  American 
citizens  of  German  descent). 

His  widow,  Mary  Sieverts,  died  on 
November  13,  1901  of  cancer  of  the 
stomach  after  a  protracted  illness,  aged 
57  years.  The  couple  was  buried  at 
Greenwood  Cemetery  .  Peter  Sieverts  left 
some  real  property  in  Astoria  (worth 


$700),  household  furniture  (worth  $30) 
and  debts  amounting  to  about  $470. 

Their  daughter,  Anna  Sieverts 
(bom  about  1 869),  married  Max  Earhart 
in  1 887.  In  July  of  that  year  her  husband 
bought  the  Great  Eastern  Saloon,  but 
probably  the  couple  didn’t  stay  in 
Astoria  very  long.  In  1901  and  1902, 
Anna  is  listed  as  Mrs  Anna  Deppe  resid¬ 
ing  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska.  She  must 
have  been  taking  part  in  the  Alaskan 
gold  rush  between  1897  and  1902.  The 
full  name  of  her  second  husband  is  not 
known.  In  a  database  assembled  by  the 
Dawson  City  Museum,  there  is  a  F. 
Deppe  holding  a  Placermining  Grant 
issued  by  the  Yukon  Gold  Com¬ 
missioner's  Office  in  1897-98,  and  a 
Fred  R.  Deppe  recorded  at  the  Dawson 
checkpoint  of  the  North  West  Mounted 
Police  at  the  Chilkoot  Pass  on  January 
31,1 899  entering  the  Y ukon  (available 
on  the  internet).  There  is  no  proof  that 
this  is  Anna's  husband,  but  as  the  Deppe 
surname  is  quite  rare  in  America,  it  is 
highly  probable.  Later  Anna  Sieverts 
married  for  a  third  time.  Her  husband, 
George  Klaveano,  died  in  Portland,  Ore¬ 
gon  on  February  22,  1951,  and  Anna 
followed  only  a  few  days  later,  on  March 
5,  1951 .  There  are  no  surviving  children 
known  from  her  three  marriages. 

August  Sieverts 

The  son  August  Theodore  Sieverts 
(bom  1 872)  married  Ellen  B.  (“Nellie”) 
Brown  in  1898.  His  wife  was  bom  in 
Scotland  in  1873,  received  her  primary 
education  there  and  in  Ireland  and  as  a 
girl  of  about  14,  came  to  San  Francisco 
and  to  Astoria  at  the  age  of  16.  In  the 
1 893-94  Astoria  City  Directory,  August 
T.  Sieverts  is  listed  as  engineer  and  fire¬ 
man  at  the  C.E.  Bain  planing  mill,  from 
1 902  as  saw  filer  at  the  Astoria  Box  Co. 
Nellie  Sieverts  was  an  active  member  of 
St.  Marys  Catholic  church. 

The  couple  resided  at  516  Ex¬ 
change  Street  for  many  years.  Their  first 
daughter  died  an  infant  in  February 
1 900.  On  January  26,  1 905,  their  daugh¬ 
ter,  Anne  Ellen  Marie,  was  bom.  About 
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Courtesy  of  the  Author 

The  monument  for  Mary  Sachau  (Ferchen)  Sieverts  at  Greenwood  Cemetery  on 

Highway  202,  south  of  Astoria. 
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Courtesy  of  the  Seaside  Signal 

Above,  left  to  right:  Principal  Harry  Wahlstrom  of  Broadway  School,  Anne 
Sieverts,  Broadway,  Dr.  Charles  E.  Smith,  superintendent,  and  Rachel  Drake  of 
Cannon  Beach.  The  occasion  was  the  retirement  of  Sieverts  and  Drake  in  May 
1970. 

Below:  John  and  Irene  Christians  with  daughter  Alta  and  son  Ted.  Anne 
Sievert’s  grandmother  and  Alta’s  grandmother  were  first  cousins  and  traveled 
together  from  Hamburg,  Germany  to  New  York  in  May  1868. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Alta  Schalk  Weir 
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1930,  ill  health  forced  August  Sieverts 
to  retire,  and  in  1936,  he  and  his  wife 
moved  to  Cannon  Beach  where  their 
daughter,  Annie,  worked  as  a  teacher.  On 
May  13, 1945,  August  Theodore  Sieverts 
died  at  his  home  in  Cannon  Beach  fol¬ 
lowing  an  extended  illness,  aged  72 
years.  In  the  following  year,  his  widow 
Nellie  moved  to  Seaside  and  made  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Annie.  She  was 
a  member  of  Our  Lady  of  V  ictory  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  in  Seaside  and  of  the  Altar 
Society  and  Legion  of  Mary  of  the 
church.  On  July  14,  1955,  Ellen  B. 
Sieverts  died  at  the  age  of  81  in  an 
Astoria  hospital  after  having  been  in 
poor  health  for  three  years  during  which 
she  was  hospitalized  at  intervals. 

Long  time  county  teacher 

Their  daughter,  Anne  Sieverts,  who 
became  a  teacher,  retired  in  May  1970: 

“Three  Seaside  school  district 
teachers  having  together  more  than  86 
years  of  teaching  experience  were  hon¬ 
ored  at  a  special  teachers  retirement 
dinner  at  which  Hal  Swafford,  Oregon 
Education  Assn,  president,  delivered  the 
dinner  speech.  Anne  Sieverts,  an  Astoria 
native  who  graduated  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Oregon,  had  amassed  the  most 
years  of  experience  —  42.  Her  first  teach¬ 
ing  assignment  was  in  a  one-room  school 
house  in  Gilliam  County  where  the  stu¬ 
dents  rode  to  school  on  horseback  and 
“parked”  them  in  the  school’s  barn.  Miss 
Sieverts  was  responsible  for  starting  and 
maintaining  the  wood  stove  fires  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  her  teaching  duties.  Each  week  a 
different  family  provided  hot  lunches  for 
all  the  students.  During  her  38  years  in 
education  in  Clatsop  County,  10  were  at 
Cannon  Beach,  13  at  Gearhart  and  10 
years  teaching  math  at  Broadway  School 
in  Seaside.  She  plans  to  spend  the  leisure 
time  ahead  traveling  and  painting.”  (The 
Daily  Astorian  newspaper,  May  28, 
1970). 

On  March  11,1 995,  Anne  Sieverts 
died  in  Jewell,  Oregon,  90  years  old. 


William  Peter  Sieverts 

The  youngest  son,  William  Peter 
Sieverts  (bom  1879),  lived  in  Astoria 
until  1901 .  Early  in  1902,  he  departed  to 
the  State  of  Washington,  probably  in 
order  to  travel  abroad.  In  the  summer  of 
1902,  he  was  on  a  voyage  to  South  Af¬ 
rica,  perhaps  to  mine  for  gold  or  dia¬ 
monds,  and  from  there  possibly  to  Aus¬ 
tralia.  His  stay  abroad  didn’t  last  very 
long,  as  he  signed  a  document  in  the 
matter  of  his  father’s  estate  at  the 
Clatsop  County  Court  on  October  26, 
1902.  Until  the  end  of  1907,  William  P. 
Sieverts  worked  as  a  machinist  at  the 
Pacific  Iron  Works  in  Astoria.  In  that 
year,  he  married  Elizabeth  J.  (“Bessie”) 
who  was  bom  about  1 887  in  the  state  of 
Maine. 

In  January  1 908,  he  left  for  Everett, 
Washington  to  engage  in  mining  work. 
In  1 9 1 0,  he  was  listed  in  the  Astoria  City 
Directory  again,  working  at  the 
Hammond  Lumber  Co.  In  May  1 9 1 1 ,  he 
and  his  wife  left  for  Bellingham, 
Washington  where  Will  Sieverts  had 
accepted  a  position.  In  the  1920  census, 
William  and  Elizabeth  Sieverts  were 
listed  as  residents  of  Seattle,  and  in  the 
Seattle  City  Directories  of  the  1 920s  and 
30s  William’s  profession  is  given  as 
foreman.  William  Peter  Sieverts  died  on 
April  6,  1959  and  was  buried  at  the 
Holyrood  Catholic  Cemetery  in  Seattle. 
It  is  not  known  if  he  left  any  children.  In 
the  Washington  State  Death  Index,  there 
is  a  Henry  W.  Sieverts  who  died  on 
March  8,  1 956  and  was  possibly  his  son. 

Jacob  Friedrich  Ferchen  (bom 
February  16,1846  in  Wesselburen) 

Jacob  Friedrich  Ferchen  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  his  father’s  shop 
at  Rodenas,  Germany,  and  went  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  Illinois  in  1 869,  departing  from  the 
harbor  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark  in  April 
of  that  year.  In  1 876,  he  went  to  Astoria. 

In  the  book  An  Illustrated  History 
of  the  State  of  Oregon  by  Rev.  H.  K. 
Hines  (Chicago,  The  Lewis  Publishing 
Co.,  1893,  pages  1067  and  1068),  there 


20 


Clatsop  County  Historical  Society 


is  an  outline  of  his  life  and  professional 
career: 

“Jacob  F.  Ferchen,  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Arndt  &  Ferchen,  proprietors  of 
the  Pioneer  Machine  Shops  of  Astoria, 
was  bom  near  Hamburg  in  1847.  His 
father,  Jacob  M.  Ferchen,  was  an  exten¬ 
sive  manufacturer  of  plows,  harrows  and 
light  and  heavy  wagons,  and  in  his  fac¬ 
tory,  his  son,  Jacob,  began  to  learn  his 
trade  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  beginning 
with  the  blacksmithing  department  and 
subsequently  taking  up  boiler-making, 
lock  and  gunsmithing  and  general  ma¬ 
chine  work,  passing  eight  years  in  the 
several  departments.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  started  out  in  life,  first  visiting 
Quebec  and  Montreal.  He  then  entered 
the  United  States,  and  accepted  his  first 
engagement  at  Chicago  in  the  Schuttler 
Wagon  Manufactory,  but  after  a  few 
months  he  went  to  Au  Sable,  Michigan, 
engaging  as  superintendent  of  the  ma¬ 
chine  and  blacksmith  shops  of  a  large 
lumber  company,  employing  from  fifteen 
to  twenty-five  hands.  Mr.  Ferchen  was 
married  at  Au  Sable  in  1872  to  Miss 
Katie  Kenney,  native  of  Montreal.  In 
1875,  Mrs.  Ferchen  and  two  children 
were  taken  sick  and  died  within  a  period 
of  six  months.  After  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Ferchen  had  started  a  blacksmith  shop  in 
Midland  City,  but  after  his  heavy  be¬ 
reavement,  Mr.  Ferchen  desired  a 
change,  so  came  to  Astoria,  landing 
among  strangers.  He  found  employment 
in  the  cannery  of  Mr.  Booth,  through  the 
season  of  1876,  and  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Jacob  Arndt,  and  started  the  Pioneer 
Machine  Shop  of  Astoria.  They  engaged 
in  general  blacksmithing  and  cannery 
work.  After  about  3  years  Mr.  Arndt 
retired  from  the  firm,  first  selling  his 
interest  to  his  brother,  Samuel,  who  is 
still  in  the  business.  Their  shop  is  located 
at  the  foot  of  LaFayette  street  [now  7th 
Street],  and  is  fully  equipped  with  plan¬ 
ers  and  lathes  for  general  machine  and 
boiler  work.  They  are  the  agents  of  E.  W. 
Bliss,  the  manufacturer  of  improved 


cannery  machinery,  and  have  done  an 
extensive  business  in  the  canneries  of  the 
Columbia  river  and  in  Alaska.  They  are 
also  builders  of  steamboats  to  a  regis¬ 
tered  capacity  of  sixty  tons.  Their  shop 
has  a  special  dynamo  for  illuminating, 
and  is  complete  in  every  detail.  He  is 
devoted  to  his  business  interests,  and 
being  the  practical  man  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  to  him  is  largely  due  the  excel¬ 
lence  which  the  shop  maintains  among 
the  manufacturers  of  the  coast.” 

In  January  1877,  Jacob  Frederick 
Ferchen  declared  his  intention  to  become 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
very  active  in  the  Astoria  fire  depart¬ 
ment,  and  in  August  1878,  he  was 
elected  first  assistant  engineer.  On  April 
15, 1878,  he  married  Cynthia  A.  English 
of  Columbia  City,  Oregon.  When  the 
couple  had  returned  to  Astoria,  they  were 
given  a  musical  welcome: 

“At  a  late  hour  in  the  evening, 
many  friends  of  Mr.  Ferchen,  including 
Lambert’s  brass  band,  marched  to  the 
residence  and  serenaded  the  newly  mar¬ 
ried  couple  with  some  excellent  music, 
which  was  duly  appreciated.”  ( The  Daily 
Astorian  newspaper,  April  17,  1878). 

Early  in  August  1878,  “Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.F.  Ferchen  returned  by  the  Great 
Republic,  highly  pleased  with  their  trip 
below.”  ( The  Daily  Astorian,  August  4, 
1878).  Probably  the  couple  had  made  a 
honeymoon  trip  to  San  Francisco.  Less 
than  a  year  later,  the  ship  The  Great 
Republic  carrying  over  a  thousand  pas¬ 
sengers  hit  a  sand  bar  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia  River  and  sank.  Most  of 
the  people  were  rescued,  but  the  ship 
was  a  total  loss.  In  December  1 880,  The 
Daily  Astorian  newspaper  reported  about 
a  masked  ball  where  Jacob  Frederick 
Ferchen  wore  an  ape  costume: 

“At  a  masquerade  dance  held  on 
Friday  evening,  Dec.  1 7, 1 880  at  Liberty 
Hall,  Mrs.  P.E.  Ferchen  was  dressed  as 
a  snowflake,  Mrs.  J.F.  Ferchen  was  a 
milk-maid,  J.F.  Ferchen  was  an  ‘Orang 
Outang,’  and  Capt.  P.E.  Ferchen  was  a 
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Turk..”  They  did  not,  however,  win 
prizes  for  their  costumes. 

On  December  19,  1884,  Jacob 
Frederick  Ferchen’s  daughter,  Laura, 
who  had  been  ill  for  nine  months,  died 
at  the  age  of  5  years. 

In  1 890,  J.F.  Ferchen  was  listed  as 
an  officer  in  the  Temple  Lodge  No.  7 
A.F.  of  A.M.  (Masons).  In  April  1893, 
Arndt  and  Ferchen  sold  their  machine 
shop,  located  at  the  foot  of  7th  Street,  to 
James  Dalgity.  Fred  Ferchen  continued 
working  as  a  blacksmith  at  Dalgity  ’ s  Iron 
Works.  [The  shop  was  on  the  present  site 
of  Video  Horizons.  See  the  Winter  1989 
issue  of  Cumtux  for  a  story  about  the 
Dalgity  family  and  a  photograph  of  the 
shop.] 

About  1896,  the  Ferchen  family 
moved  to  San  Francisco  where  J.F. 
worked  as  a  machinist  at  F.A.  Robbins 
Press  Works  for  a  couple  of  years.  In  the 
1 904  San  Francisco  City  Directory,  he  is 
listed  as  a  salmon  canner.  On  May  5, 
1901,  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  44. 
Cynthia  Ferchen,  who  had  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees,  was 
buried  at  the  Deer  Island  Cemetery  in 
Columbia  County,  Oregon.  Only  eight 
months  later,  on  January  8,  1902,  Fred 
Ferchen  also  lost  his  only  child  surviving 
from  his  second  marriage: 

“Miss  Tressa  Ferchen,  19  years  of 
age,  daughter  of  Fred  Ferchen,  died  sud¬ 
denly  yesterday  at  her  home  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  The  remains  will  be  brought  north 
and  buried  at  Deer  Island,  near  Goble,  by 
the  side  of  her  mother,  who  was  buried 
at  that  place.”  ( Astoria  Daily  Budget , 
January  9,  1902). 

Fred  Ferchen  married  again;  his 
third  wife,  Margaret,  was  bom  in  New 
Jersey.  On  April  18, 1906,  they  survived 
the  great  earthquake.  In  the  1907  and 
1908  San  Francisco  city  directories, 
Frederick  Ferchen  is  listed  as  co-propri¬ 
etor  of  the  Heine  &  Ferchen  Mission 
Bath  House  on  Valencia  Street.  (His 
business  partner  was  William  T.  Heine.) 
On  October  12,  1908,  Jacob  Frederick 
Ferchen  died  at  the  age  62  years.  His 


widow,  Margaret  Ferchen,  survived  him 
by  30  years  and  died  in  San  Francisco  on 
May  3,  1939. 

Peter  Johannes  Ferchen  (bom 
December  29,  1849  in  Rodenas) 

In  1871,  at  the  age  of  21,  Peter 
Johannes  Ferchen  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Astoria.  In  October  1876,  he 
submitted  his  declaration  of  intent  and 
was  admitted  to  U.S.  citizenship  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1 877.  In  that  year,  the  property 
of  Captain  Peter  John  Ferchen  was  as¬ 
sessed  at  $800,  but  his  debts  amounted 
to  $600.  In  September  1878,  he  signed 
a  petition  protesting  new  regulations  on 
Columbia  River  fishermen  that  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  the  State  of  Oregon  had  in¬ 
tendedpassing.  On  November  12,  1882, 
Peter  John  Ferchen,  who  had  been  ailing 
with  consumption  for  a  long  time,  died 
in  an  Astoria  hospital  in  his  33rd  year  of 
age.  The  members  of  Beaver  Lodge  No. 
35, 1.O. O.F.  (Odd  Fellows),  attended  the 
funeral  of  their  deceased  brother. 

Heinrich  Eduard  Ferchen  (bom 
February  10,  1852  in  Rodenas) 

In  1 876,  Heinrich  Eduard  Ferchen 
followed  his  brothers  to  Astoria  where 
he  married  Mary  E.  Shaw  (bom  1 864  in 
Astoria)  on  January  15,  1883.  Two 
months  later,  he  declared  his  intention  to 
become  a  U.S.  citizen.  Together  with 
Martin  Hanson,  he  owned  the  Dew  Drop 
Inn  saloon  in  Astoria,  but  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent  in  June 
1883.  Only  seven  months  after  their 
wedding,  Henry  and  Mary  Ferchen  lost 
almost  their  complete  personal  property 
when  a  fire  destroyed  the  house  occupied 
by  them  on  August  7,  1883,  while  they 
were  on  a  visit  to  Deep  River,  Washing¬ 
ton.  In  November  of  that  year,  their 
daughter,  May,  was  bom  in  Astoria.  The 
family  moved  to  Deep  River  where 
Mary’s  father  lived  on  a  small  farm. 
Henry  Edward  Ferchen  owned  and  oper¬ 
ated  a  wood  scow.  In  April  1886,  their 
daughter,  Myrtle,  was  bom.  In  January 
1887,  a  post  office  was  established  on 
the  Ferchen  place  which  was  probably 
the  first  post  office  in  Deep  River.  Mary 
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Ferchen  was  the  first  post  master,  serv¬ 
ing  from  January  13, 1887  to  September 
13, 1888.  A  girl  named  Lottie  Schwegler 
assisted  Mrs.  Ferchen  in  the  post  office. 
Each  morning  she  had  to  raise  her  hand, 
and  Mary  Ferchen  administered  to  her 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  and  fidelity  to  its  postal  laws,  and 
then  the  girl  took  the  mail  sack  in  a  skiff 
out  to  meet  the  boat  piloted  by  Captain 
Jordan.  This  story  is  told  in  the  book:  A 
Pioneer  Scrapbook  of  the  Columbia 
River  North-Shore  Communities:  Wah¬ 
kiakum  and  Pacific  Counties,  Washing¬ 
ton,  by  Carlton  E.  Appelo,  1986  (page 
12). 

In  the  autumn  of  1 888,  the  Ferchen 
family  moved  back  to  Astoria,  where 
their  son,  Frank,  was  bom  on  January  8, 

1 889  and  their  son,  Walter,  in  June  1 890. 
In  December  1890,  Henry  E.  Ferchen 
bought  some  property  in  Astoria,  and  in 
March  1 892,  he  received  a  homestead  of 
105  acres  in  the  State  of  Washington.  In 
these  years,  Henry  Ferchen  was  listed  as 
a  seaman  and  his  wife,  Mary,  as  a  dress¬ 
maker.  In  the  1896  Astoria  City  Direc¬ 
tory,  H.E.  Ferchen  is  listed  as  an  engi¬ 
neer  of  the  steamer  Eclipse.  On  October 
30,  1 895,  he  sold  his  house  at  1 57  Astor 
Street  where  the  family  had  lived  for 
four  years,  and  they  moved  to  Portland. 
Sometime  between  1897  and  1902, 
Henry  Ferchen  was  in  Alaska  taking  part 
in  the  gold  rush.  In  1900,  the  Ferchen 
family  lived  in  Astoria  again.  In  Febru¬ 
ary  of  that  year,  Mary  Ferchen  was  listed 
as  lady  commander  of  the  Ladies  of 
Maccabees,  and,  in  April,  she  was  elect¬ 
ed  most  excellent  chief  of  Astor  Temple 
No.  25,  Rathbone  Sisters,  a  branch  ofthe 
Knights  of  Pythias.  A  couple  of  years 
later,  the  Ferchen  family  finally  moved 
to  the  State  of  Washington.  In  the  1920 
census,  Henry  and  Mary  Ferchen  were 
listed  in  Whatcom  County  and  two 
grandchildren,  Loyd  Blecerd,  aged  13, 
and  Ella  Coofey,  aged  14,  both  born  in 
Canada,  living  with  them.  Henry  Edward 
Ferchen  died  in  Whatcom  County, 


Washington  on  February  19,  1925.  His 
widow  died  21  years  later: 

“Word  has  been  received  here  of 
the  death  in  Vancouver,  British  Colum¬ 
bia,  of  Mrs.  Mary  Ferchen,  8 1 ,  who  was 
born  in  Astoria  in  1864.  Mrs.  Ferchen 
had  been  the  first  postmistress  in  Deep 
River,  Washington.  Mrs.  Ferchen  died  at 
the  home  of  a  daughter,  Mrs.  George 
Taylor.  Other  survivors  are  two  sons, 
Frank  of  Bellingham,  Wash.,  and  Walter 
of  Sekiu,  Wash.,  five  grand  children  and 
five  great  grandchildren.  Mrs.  Ferchen 
was  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
Pythian  Sisters,  and  V.F.W.  auxiliary. 
Funeral  services  were  to  be  held  in 
Hoquiam  (Washington)  Wednesday.” 
{Astoria  Daily  Budget ,  February  7, 
1946). 

Their  son,  Frank  Edward  Ferchen 
(bom  1 889),  married  Elinor  S.  Dennison. 
In  the  1920  Washington  State  Census, 
they  are  listed  residing  in  Friday  Harbor 
on  San  Juan  Island  with  their  8-year-old 
son,  Sidney  Ellsworth  Ferchen,  who  was 
bom  on  July  31,  1911  in  Canada.  In 
1954,  Frank  Edward  Ferchen  moved  to 
Petaluma,  California,  where  he  died  on 
12th  December  of  the  same  year: 

“Frank  Ferchen  —  Petaluma  — 

Funeral  services  are  being  arranged 
at  Sorensen’s  Funeral  Home  for  Frank 
Edward  Ferchen,  65-year  old  retired 
steam  engineer  who  died  last  night  of  a 
heart  condition  at  Petaluma  General 
Hospital.  Mr.  Ferchen,  a  native  of  Ore¬ 
gon,  retired  last  July  and  moved  to 
Petaluma  from  Bellingham,  Washington. 
He  had  lived  in  Washington  most  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  veteran  of  World  War  I. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Velva 
Ferchen,  Petaluma;  a  son,  Sidney 
Ferchen,  San  Francisco;  and  a  stepson, 
James  Kildow,  Petaluma.”  {Santa  Rosa 
Press  Democrat ,  December  13,  1954). 

His  widow  Velva  Lee  Ferchen  nee 
Cain  (born  1897  in  Missouri),  probably 
his  second  wife,  died  in  Sonoma  County 
on  September  5,  1991  at  the  age  of  94. 
His  son,  Sidney  Ellsworth  Ferchen,  and 
his  wife  (first  name  unknown,  maiden 
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Cedar  Street  School  (Shively)  about  1890.  Front  row,  left  to  right: 

8.  &  9.  ?,  10.  Austin  Osburn,  11,  Burr  Osburn.  Second  row:  1.  Mamie  Belcher,  2.  Dora  Joh 
Alice  Gray,  Nellie  Anstadt.  One  child  in  the  back  row  is  missing  from  the  list  of  names  witl 
the  Hotel  Astoria  and  the  Gearhart  Hotel.  See  the  Fall  1998  issue  of  Cumtux.  Austin  Osbur 
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I  Ferchen  (with  the  drum),  2.  ?,  3.  Dan  Belcher,  4.  &  5.  ?,  6.  Easter  Welch,  7.  Gus  Woods, 

13  ■>  4  George  Gratke,  5.  Cradie  Welch,  6.?  Back:  Georgia  Ekstrom,  Margaret  Taylor, 
-hotograph.  The  teacher  is  probably  Emma  Sayer  Warren.  (Austin  Osburn  later  owned 
the  cover.) 


name  Coil)  had  two  children,  Farel 
Ellsworth  Ferchen  (bom  1940)  and 
Adriana  Teri  Ferchen  (bom  1943),  who 
both  died  very  young.  Sidney  E.  Ferchen 
passed  away  in  San  Francisco  on  July 
13,  1959,  only  47  years  old. 

Their  son,  Walters.  Ferchen  (bom 
in  1 890),  and  his  wife  Florence  (aged  27, 
bom  in  Tennessee)  were  listed  in  the 
1920  Washington  State  Census  residing 
in  Olympia.  Walter  S.  Ferchen  died  in 
the  State  of  Washington  on  February  1 8, 
1957.  Henry  Ferchen,  who  was  bom  on 
September  16,  1924  and  died  in  Kent, 
Washington  on  April  24, 1 995,  probably 
was  his  son. 

Ame  Ferchen  on  Lopez  Island, 
Washington  (his  father  was  Henry 
Ferchen)  and  his  boys  are  the  only 
Ferchens  left  in  the  line  of  Henry  Ed¬ 
ward  Ferchen,  and  most  probably  they 
are  the  only  bearers  of  that  surname 
among  the  descendants  of  all  the  other 
members  of  the  Ferchen  family  that  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  western  United  States. 

Catharine  Elise  Ferchen  (bom 
October  19,  1842  in  Wesselburen) 

Catharine  Ferchen  married  Jens 
Franz  Christopher  Astrup  in  Copenha¬ 
gen,  Denmark  on  November  15,  1870. 
On  February  26,  1871,  their  son  Hagen 
Christian  V.  Astrup  was  bom,  and  on 
May  6,  1872,  their  daughter  Christiane 
Amalie  Astrup.  In  May  1891,  the  widow 
Catharine  Elise  Astrup  and  her  1 8-year- 
old  daughter,  Christiane,  boarded  a  ship 
to  America  in  the  harbor  of  Copenhagen. 
Only  a  few  months  after  their  arrival  in 
Astoria,  Catharine  Elise  Astrup  died  at 
the  age  of  49  years  and  was  buried  at 
Greenwood  Cemetery  on  March  18, 
1892. 

Her  daughter,  Christiane  Amalie 
Astrup  (born  in  1872),  married 
Waldemar  Alfred  Christensen  in  San 
Francisco,  California  in  1897.  A  bio¬ 
graphical  sketch  of  her  husband  is  given 
in  the  publication  In  Memorian  -  Doc¬ 
tors  of  Hawaii  (Mamiya  Medical  Heri¬ 
tage  Center,  Hawaii  Medical  Library, 
Honolulu,  Hawaii): 


“Waldemar  Alfred  Christensen  was 
bom  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  on  May 
14,  1870.  He  was  the  son  of  Jorgen  and 
Emilie  (Kunnerup)  Christensen.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  University  of  Transylvania  at 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  received  his 
medical  degree  from  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine  at  Louisville  in 
1896.  From  1897  to  1898  he  was  resi¬ 
dent  surgeon  at  German  Hospital  in  San 
Francisco.  Dr.  Christensen  married 
Christine  Amalie  von  Astrup  in  San 
Francisco  on  September  3,  1897.  Three 
children  were  bom  to  the  Christensens: 
Ethel,  Carmen  and  Hagen.  In  1898  Dr. 
Christensen  became  surgeon  at  the  ship¬ 
yard  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com¬ 
pany  at  Unalaska. 

From  1898  to  1903  he  was  a  sur¬ 
geon  with  the  U.S.  Volunteers  and  serv¬ 
ed  with  the  army  in  the  Philippine  Is¬ 
lands.  During  the  following  seven  years 
he  was  medical  inspector  and  health 
officer  with  the  Philippine  C ivil  Service. 
In  1 9 1 0  Dr.  Christensen  became  a  medi¬ 
cal  officer  in  the  U.S.  Army  where  he 
saw  active  field  service  in  numerous 
campaigns  and  battles  in  the  Philippines 
and  was  surgeon  of  the  7th  Cavalry  dur¬ 
ing  the  pursuit  of  Villa  by  the  punitive 
expedition  into  Mexico  in  1916.  At  the 
time  of  his  discharge  in  1919,  Dr. 
Christensen  held  the  rank  of  major. 
Coming  to  Hawaii  in  October  of  1919, 
he  became  physician  and  surgeon  to  the 
Hamakua  Mill  Company  and  the  Kaiwiki 
Sugar  Company.  He  served  as  a  planta¬ 
tion  doctor  on  Hawaii  until  shortly  after 
the  outbreak  of  World  War  II  when  the 
family  moved  to  San  Francisco.  Dr. 
Christensen  died  February  6,  1942  in 
San  Francisco  at  the  age  of  71.  He  was 
president  of  the  Manila  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation  in  1 909,  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  an  Odd  Fellow  and 
Mason.” 

The  date  and  place  of  death  of  his 
wife  Christiane  Amalie  Christensen  is 
not  known. 

Their  daughter,  Ethel  Christensen 
(bom  November  20,  1898  in  San  Fran- 
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cisco)  married  Dr.  Ralph  Dougall  Lillie 
in  San  Francisco  in  1921.  Her  husband 
was  a  famous  pathologist  and  an  author¬ 
ity  in  the  field  of  histochemistry.  Ethel 
Lillie  diedNovember25, 1987  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  Their  daughter.  Carmen 
(Christensen)  Marlowe  (bom  August  26, 
1905)  died  in  Kailua,  Hawaii  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1985. 


Astrup  (bom  in  1871,  the  son  of 
Catherine  Ferchen  Astrup)  came  to 
Astoria.  He  was  naturalized  at  the 
Clatsop  County  Court  on  June  15,  1896, 
so  at  that  time  he  must  have  been  in  the 
United  States  for  at  least  five  years. 

He  spent  many  years  in  coastwise 
shipping,  working  for  the  old  Northwest 
Steamship  company  and  North  Pacific 


Courtesy  of  the  Author 

Waldemar  Christensen  and  his  wife. 


Their  son,  Hagen  Astrup 
Christensen  (bom  April  17,  1907  in 
Manila),  married  Helen  Elizabeth  Sapp, 
and  the  couple  lived  in  San  Diego,  Cali¬ 
fornia  most  of  their  lives.  Helen  died  in 
1988,  and  Hagen  Christensen  in  1994, 
both  in  San  Diego.  They  left  an  adopted 
daughter,  Judith  Ann. 

Waldemar  and  Christiane  had  also 
adopted  a  Philippine  girl  named  Sistan 
(born  March  18,  1904).  Sistan 

(Christensen)  Alhambra  died  in  Hono¬ 
lulu,  Hawaii  in  August  1987. 

Hagen  C.  Astrup 

We  do  not  know  when  Hagen  C. 


Steamship  company.  In  December  1910, 
Hagen  Astrup  and  A.D.  Chase  purchased 
the  steamer  Anvil  for  the  Tillamook  run. 
From  1911  until  1914,  Captain  Astrup 
was  a  tug  master  for  the  Port  of  Portland. 
After  he  had  been  in  charge  of  the 
dredge  Chinook ,  he  assumed  command 
of  the  tug  Wallula  in  June  1912.  In  June 
1 9 1 4,  he  was  master  of  the  tug  Oneonta, 
and  in  1 9 1 5,  he  was  master  of  the  dredge 
Chinook  again.  He  left  the  Chinook  late 
in  1 9 1 5  to  take  command  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  survey  boat  Arago.  In  February 
1917,  Hagen  Astrup  took  six  months 
leave  but  returned  hurriedly  in  April 
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when  war  was  declared.  During  World 
War  I,  he  was  a  pilot  on  the  Columbia 
River  bar.  In  July  1920,  he  was  named 
deputy  federal  inspector  of  hulls  for  the 
Portland  office  of  the  United  States  bu¬ 
reau  of  marine  inspection  and  naviga¬ 
tion.  He  held  this  position  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  February  1941.  At  that  time 
Captain  Astrup  was  confined  to  the 
Queen  of  the  Angels  hospital,  Los  An¬ 
geles,  California,  where  he  underwent  an 
operation.  Hagen  Astrup  spent  his  last 
years  in  Los  Angeles  and  died  on  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1944.  His  wife  Marguerite 
Astrup  nee  Sheridan  died  in  Los  Angeles 
on  September  17,  1 959  at  the  age  of  83 . 

Hagen  and  Marguerite  Astrup  had 
a  daughter  named  Grace,  bom  in  Astoria 
on  November  17,  1907.  Grace  grew  to 
be  a  beautiful,  tall  blonde  with  a  lovely 
singing  voice.  When  she  walked  into  a 
nightclub,  she  caused  quite  a  stir,  and 
fights  broke  out  over  her  because  so 
many  men  sought  her  attention.  Grace 
Astrup  eventually  moved  to  Los  Angeles 
and  married  but  died  mysteriously  on 
September  6,  1943.  On  the  next  day 
there  was  a  report  in  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  newspaper  on  her  death: 

“WOMAN  FALLS  DEAD 
ALTHOUGH  BULLET  MISSES. 

A  bullet  aimed  at  her  head  missed, 
thudding  harmlessly  into  the  wall—  But 
Mrs.  Grace  A.  Schneider,  after  appar¬ 
ently  failing  to  end  her  life  with  a  re¬ 
volver  shot,  took  two  steps  and  fell  dead. 
That  was  the  mystery  confronting  police 
officers  who  were  called  to  the  home  of 
James  Schneider,  advertising  man,  of 
8422  W.  Fourth  St.,  last  night  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  sudden  death  of  his  wife. 
Schneider  told  officers  his  wife  had  been 
melancholy  and  depressed  following  an 
operation  recently.  Locking  herself  in  the 
bathroom  before  dinner,  Mrs.  Schneider 
fired  a  single  shot.  Schneider  told  police 
he  broke  open  the  door  to  see  his  wife 
standing,  unharmed,  and  exclaiming,  ‘I 
missed!  ’  The  bullet  was  found  embedded 
in  the  baseboard.  Mrs.  Schneider  stepped 
out  of  the  bathroom  and  collapsed.  Offi¬ 


cers  found  two  empty  and  unlabeled 
bottles  in  the  home  and  thought  it  possi¬ 
ble  Mrs.  Schneider  had  taken  poison  or 
that  she  had  been  stricken  with  a  heart 
attack.” 

The  story  of  her  mysterious  death 
leaves  quite  a  few  questions  unanswered, 
but  there  is  no  information  given  on 
results  of  the  investigation  in  the  news¬ 
papers  of  the  next  days.  Grace  Schneider 
was  buried  at  Hollywood  Cemetery  on 
September  9,  1943. 

Therese  Wilhelmine  Ferchen 
(bom  February  12,  1855  in  Rodenas) 

Like  her  older  sister,  Therese 
Wilhelmine  Ferchen  moved  to  Copenha¬ 
gen,  Denmark  where  she  married 
Thorvald  Carl  Frederiksen  about  1880. 
Her  husband  was  bom  in  Copenhagen  in 
1 849.  His  profession  is  given  as  a  butter- 
merchant,  but  he  was  also  a  music 
teacher.  On  June  21,  1882,  their  daugh¬ 
ter,  Maja  Therese,  was  bom,  and,  in  June 
1 884,  their  son  Hans  C.  Frederiksen.  In 
September  1891,  the  Frederiksen  family 
departed  from  the  harbor  of  Copenhagen, 
and  their  destination  was  the  city  of 
Astoria  where  so  many  members  of  the 
Ferchen  family  had  made  their  new 
home.  In  Astoria,  Thorvald  Frederiksen 
earned  his  living  as  a  piano  tuner  having 
his  own  business,  and  he  became  a  well- 
known  musician.  He  was  naturalized  on 
May  14,  1900  in  the  county  court  at 
Astoria.  Thorvald  Carl  Frederiksen  pass¬ 
ed  away  in  Astoria  on  July  25,  1929,  80 
years  old,  and  his  widow  Therese 
Wilhelmine  died  of  chronic  myocarditis 
on  November  13,  1934  at  the  age  of  79. 
The  couple  was  buried  at  Oceanview 
Cemetery  in  Warrenton. 

Their  son,  Hans  C.  Frederiksen 
(born  in  1884),  became  the  owner  of  an 
Astoria  garage  and  repair  shop  (an  agen¬ 
cy  for  Overland  automobiles)  in  June 
1912.  On  the  1914  Clatsop  County  Reg¬ 
ister  of  Electors,  he  is  listed  as  a  machin¬ 
ist.  In  June  1909,  he  married  Mary  Lou¬ 
ise  Parker,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas 
Parker.  Later  the  couple  moved  to 
Tukwila,  Washington. 
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Courtesy  of  the  John  T  Allen  Family 

Thorvald  and  Therese  Frederiksen  from  Copenhaugen,  Denmark  with  their 
grandson,  John  Tysen  Allen,  and  the  baby’s  parents  John  and  Maja  Allen. 


Maja  Frederiksen  Allen 

Their  daughter,  Maja  Frederiksen 
(bom  in  1882),  inherited  her  father's 
musical  talent  and  became  a  violinist. 
Her  career  ambitions  were  sparked  by 
her  father.  On  August  31,1 904  she  went 
aboard  the  ship  Prince  Oscar  from  New 
York  to  Copenhagen,  Denmark  for  a 
year's  advanced  violin  study.  A  couple 
of  years  later,  Maja  Fredriksen  married 
John  Tyson  Allen  (bom  in  1882)  in 
Astoria.  They  had  one  child,  John  T. 
Allen,  Jr.,  bom  in  1914.  John  T.  Allen, 
Sr.  died  in  April  1938  at  the  age  of  55. 
In  1939,  Maja  Allen  married  Dr. 
Ferdinand  Hartmann  Dammasch  of  Port¬ 
land  (bom  1 879  in  San  Francisco)  whom 
she  first  met  42  years  before.  When  Maja 
Dammasch  died  on  January  19, 1965,  the 
newspaper  obituary  gave  the  details  of 
that  romantic  story: 


“Mrs.  F.  H.  Dammasch,  1834  SE 
22nd  Ave.,  widow  of  one  of  Oregon’s 
leading  physicians  and  lawmakers,  died 
Tuesday  at  a  Portland  hospital.  She  was 
81  years  old.  She  was  the  widow  of  Dr. 
F.  H.  Dammasch,  for  whom  Dammasch 
Hospital  was  named.  Their  marriage 
climaxed  an  off-again-on-again  romance 
that  began  in  high  school.  They  met  at  a 
party  in  Portland  in  1897,  and 
Dammasch  proposed  to  her  then.  She 
said  no.  She  went  back  to  her  girlhood 
home  at  Astoria,  and  they  wrote  to  each 
other  from  time  to  time.  But  in  1 904,  she 
went  to  Copenhagen,  her  birthplace,  for 
a  year  of  advanced  study  in  violin,  and 
Dammasch  married  another  girl.  She 
married  another  man.  His  first  wife  died 
in  1929,  and  in  1933  as  a  freshman  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Oregon  Legislature,  Dr. 
Dammasch  casually  asked  a  fellow  law¬ 
maker  about  Maja,  who  then  was  Mrs. 
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Courtesy  of  the  John  T  Allen  Family 

Maja  Frederiksen  Allen’s  portrait  for  her  violin  recital  in  Astoria  in  February  1906, 
a  few  months  after  her  return  from  a  year’s  study  at  the  Copenhagen  Conservatory  . 
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John  Allen.  About  a  year  later,  Allen 
died,  and  Dr.  Dammasch  began  wooing 
his  childhood  sweetheart  again.  They 
were  married  in  1939.  Dr.  Dammasch 
served  six  terms  in  the  Oregon  House 
and  pushed  for  a  mental  hospital  in  the 
Portland  area.  He  succeeded  a  few 
months  before  his  death  in  December, 

1 955.  He  practiced  dentistry  early  in  the 
century  to  pay  his  way  through  medical 
school  and  then  had  a  long  career  in 
medicine  and  civic  affairs.”  (The  Oregon 
Journal,  January  20,  1965). 

Her  son,  John  T.  Allen,  lives  in 
Portland  today.  His  three  daughters,  who 
were  bom  in  the  1940s,  are  carrying  on 
the  musical  heritage  of  the  Frederiksen 
family:  The  oldest  daughter,  Sharon, 
plays  the  violin  like  her  grandmother, 
Patricia  has  always  enjoyed  singing,  and 
the  youngest  daughter,  Maja,  studied 
classical  music  for  twelve  years  and 
inherited  her  grandmother’ s  grand  piano. 

The  author 

Ute  Sachau  was  born  in  Tating, 
Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany.  From 
1977  to  1982,  she  studied  languages 
(English  and  French)  at  the  University 
of  Mayence.  From  1983  to  1987,  she 
worked  as  a  translator  and foreign  cor¬ 
respondence  clerk  with  companies  in  the 
state  of  Baden-Wurtt ember g.  From  1988 
to  1989,  she  was  the  secretary  to  the 


Courtesy  of  the  Author 

Ute  Sachau 


Dean  of  Faculty  of  Economics  at  Nordic 
University,  at  Flensburg,  Schleswig- 
Holstein.  From  1 989  to  the  present,  she 
has  been  the  head  of  the  International 
Office,  Flensburg  University  in  Applied 
Sciences.  Ute  has  an  interest  in  the  ge¬ 
nealogy  and  history  of  the  state  of 
Schleswig-Holstein.  She  is  a  founding 
member  of  the  Tating  local  historical 
society  and  is  editor  of  their  annual 
publication 


CALLING  ALL  DANES  AND  THOSE 
FROM  NORTHERN  GERMANY! 

Are  your  ancestors  from  northern  Germany  (Schleswig-Holstein)  or  Denmark? 

We’d  like  to  find  out  where  these  families  came  from  in  the  Old  World,  who 
they  traveled  with,  what  was  their  destination  in  the  U.S.,  and  when  and  why  they 
came  to  this  area.  We  hope  to  include  this  information  along  with  another  article  we 
plan  to  print  about  the  experiences  of  a  man  who  lived  through  two  wars  in  the  mid 
1800s,  between  Denmark  and  its  neighboring  countries,  then  moved  to  Clatsop 
County  where  he  found  life  was  as  hard  and  uncertain  as  it  had  been  before. 

Write  the  Editor  at  CCHS,  1 6 1 8  Exchange,  Astoria,  OR  97 1 03,  or  call  Tuesday 
through  Friday  at  (503)  325-2203. 
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Copenhagen  Police  Records 


Danish  Emigration  Database 

Below  are  the  names  of  those  people  leaving  from  Denmark  who  intended  to  go 
to  Astoria.  The  names  are  from  a  database  found  on  the  internet  at  the  address, 
http://ddd.sa.dk.  Those  interested  in  tracking  their  Danish  or  North  German  roots 
should  check  this  site  for  emigration  information  which  was  kept  by  the 
Copenhagen  police  in  the  years  from  1869  to  1940.  The  database  on  the  internet 
only  goes  up  to  1904  so  far,  but  work  is  being  done  to  fill  in  the  remaining  years. 
The  names  below  were  found  by  searching  for  “Astoria”  under  “Destination.” 
Searches  can  also  be  done  by  other  locations,  surname,  birthplace,  age,  etc. 


Last  Name 

First  Name 

Age 

Destination 

Reg.  date* 

Birthplace 

Last  residence 

Andersen 

Charles 

00  1/3  Astoria  OR 

5/30/02 

? 

Frederikshavn 

Andersen 

Christine 

27 

Astoria  OR 

5/30/02 

? 

Frederikshavn 

Andersen 

Karen 

01 

1/2  Astoria  OR 

5/30/02 

? 

Frederikshavn 

Andersen 

Poul 

04 

Astoria  OR 

5/30/02 

7 

Frederikshavn 

Andersson 

Edvard 

30 

Astoria  OR 

6/3/02 

Sverrig 

Sverrig 

Andersson 

Johanna 

22 

Astoria  OR 

6/3/02 

Sverrig 

Sverrig 

Astrup 

Christiana 

18 

Astoria  OR 

5/12/1891 

? 

Kjbhvn 

Astrup 

Kathrine  E. 

48 

Astoria  OR 

5/12/1891 

7 

Kjbhvn. 

Axelsen 

Niels 

18 

Astoria  OR 

2/28/02 

Slesvig 

Slesvig 

Bendstrup 

Knud  Aage 

31 

Astoria 

5/19/03 

Aarhus 

Frdhavn 

Bondeson 

Wiktor 

21 

Astoria  OR 

2/6/1890 

Sverrig 

Sverrig 

Christensen 

Niels 

22 

Astoria  OR 

6/22/1887 

Kbhvn.? 

Eloheimo 

Alma 

20 

Astoria  OR 

1/15/1888 

Sverig 

Sverig 

Eloheimo 

Johan 

40 

Astoria  OR 

1/15/1888 

Sverig 

Sverig 

Eloheimo 

Otto 

00  11/12  Astoria  OR  1/15/1888 

Sverig 

Sverig 

Frederiksen 

Hans 

06 

Astoria  OR 

9/6/1891 

? 

Kbhvn. 

Frederiksen 

Maja 

09 

Astoria  OR 

9/6/1891 

? 

Kbhvn. 

Frederiksen 

Therese 

35 

Astoria  OR 

9/6/1891 

? 

Kbhvn. 

Frederiksen 

Thorv. 

41 

Astoria  OR 

9/6/1891 

7 

Kbhvn. 
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Hansen 

Hans  Jacob 

55 

Astoria  OR 

2/26/1890 

?  Vestemes  Kappel  Maribo 

Hansen 

Karen 

48 

Astoria  OR 

2/26/1890 

?  Vestemes  Kappel  Maribo 

Jensen 

Niels 

49 

Astoria  OR 

6/22/1887 

Kbhvn. 

Johnsen 

Alfred 

04 

Astoria  OR 

10/24/1884 

Astoria 

Johnsen 

Cathrine 

09 

Astoria  OR 

10/24/1884 

Astoria 

Johnsen 

Christian 

32 

Astoria  OR 

10/24/1884 

Astoria 

Johnsen 

Frederik 

11 

Astoria  OR 

10/24/1884 

Astoria 

Johnsen 

Marie 

09 

Astoria  OR 

10/24/1884 

Astoria 

Johnsen 

Meltha 

07 

Astoria  OR 

10/24/1884 

Astoria 

Krogh 

Anne  Kirstine 

30 

Astoria  OR 

10/25/1889 

9 

Odense 

Mattson 

Bemt 

22 

Astoria  OR 

3/16/1893 

Sverrig 

Sverrig 

Nielsen 

Helmar 

21 

Astoria  OR 

3/4/1891 

9 

Sfiby 

Nilsson 

Anders 

24 

Astoria  OR 

3/2/1887 

Nilsson 

John 

25 

Astoria  OR 

4/12/1893 

Sverrig 

Sverrig 

Nilsson 

Nils 

21 

Astoria  OR 

3/2/1887 

Nordholm 

Anton 

20 

Astoria  OR 

3/4/02 

Sverrig 

Sverrig 

Olsen 

Rasmus 

33 

Astoria  OR 

5/6/01 

Pr(Jst° 

Amerika 

Persson 

Karl  Emil 

20 

Astaria  OR 

3/4/02 

Sverrig 

Sverrig 

Persson 

Per  Herman 

17 

Astaria  OR 

3/4/02 

Sverrig 

Sverrig 

Rasmussen 

Anders  Henrich  33 

Astoria  OR 

6/14/1889 

7 

[Deleted] 

Rasmussen 

August 

19 

Astoria 

2/20/03 

7 

Sjunkeby 

Rasmussen 

Niels  Jakob 

20 

Astoria  OR 

3/7/00 

[Deleted] 

Rasmussen 

Rasmus 

32 

Astoria 

2/28/01 

Nakskov 

Nakskov 

Rasmusson 

Peter 

27 

Ostoria  OR 

6/22/1887 

Kbvhn. 

Rodin 

Carl  Wilslev 

23 

Astoria  OR 

6/1/1893 

Sverrig 

Sverrig 

Schmidt 

Henriette 

37 

Astoria  OR 

4/15/1885 

Npstved 

Sorensen 

Thorvald 

19 

Astorie  OR 

2/19/02 

=j=rstedVejl 

e  =(=rsted  Vejle 

Thomsen 

Anna 

34 

Astoria  OR 

4/15/1885 

Npstved 

*Reg.  date  is  the  registration  date.  Deleted  items  were  removed  due  to  lack  of  space. 
Sverrig  =  Sweden.  Kbvhn  and  Kjbvhn  =  Copenhagen,  Frdhavn  =  Frederikshavn 
Other  characters  replace  Danish  letters. 
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Reprinted  from  the  October  17,  1935  issue  of  the  Evening  Astoria  Budget 


RIVAL  UNIONS  IN  FIST  FIGHT 
AT  OLNEY  BALL 


This  article  serves  as  an  introduc¬ 
tion  to  one  that  follows  by  Robert 
Utzinger. 

Another  flare-up  of  the  war  between 
the  Sawmill  and  Timber  Workers  Union 
of  this  district  and  employes  of  the 
Crown-Willamette  logging  operation  in 
the  county  who  are  members  of  the 
Sulphite  and  Paper  Workers  International 
over  the  matter  of  jurisdiction  occurred 
last  Saturday  night  at  Olney,  according 
to  reports  fdtering  into  Astoria  for  the 
past  few  days. 

The  reports  state  that  a  band  of 
about  15  members  of  the  Sawmill  Work¬ 
ers  group,  headed  by  Ray  Gillespie, 
Seaside  president  of  the  organization;  Les 
Gillespie,  his  brother;  Sig  Wendling, 
under  indictment  for  an  assault  on  a 
Crown-Willamette  employe  in  this  city 
last  August;  and  others,  visited  the  Olney 
dance  Saturday  night  and  became  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  fist  fight  on  the  dance  floor 
with  Crown-Willamette  employes  who 
were  present. 

Kearney  Is  Called 

Although  badly  outnumbered,  the 
Crown-Willamette  men  gave  a  good 
account  of  themselves.  A  call  was  sent 
into  Astoria  and  Deputy  Sheriff  Kearney 
responded  arriving  shortly  after  1  A.M. 

Kearney  said  today  that  on  his  ar¬ 
rival,  all  actual  fighting  had  ceased,  but 
that  a  number  of  wordy  arguments  were 
going  on  in  the  dance  hall.  He  said  he 
halted  these  arguments  and  asked  Jack 
Hopp,  truck  driver  for  the  C-W,  if  he 
wished  to  make  a  complaint,  but  the  man 
said  he  was  all  right.  He  said  this  man 
was  bleeding  at  the  nose  and  about  the 
face. 


Recognizes  several 

Kearney  said  he  could  not  tell  ex¬ 
actly  how  many  of  the  Sawmill  Workers 
group  were  present,  but  that  he  recog¬ 
nized  the  two  Gillespies,  Wendling  and 
several  others.  He  said  that  as  far  as  he 
could  learn  these  men  had  never  attended 
an  Olney  dance  before  and  that  in  his 
opinion  they  had  come  there  to  engage 
in  arguments  with  the  Crown-Willamette 
men. 

He  said  he  ordered  the  group  to 
disperse  and  go  home.  Hopp,  he  said 
asked  him  to  escort  him  home.  He  said 
he  instructed  the  man  to  drive  on  ahead 
and  he  followed.  At  Williamsport,  he 
said  he  found  the  road  blocked  by  four 
or  five  cars,  among  the  passengers  of 
which  were  the  Gillespies.  They  told  him, 
Kearney  says,  they  had  stopped  because 
of  a  “bump”  in  which  one  car  had  lost  a 
hub  cap.  Kearney  says  he  ordered  the 
group  to  get  off  the  highway  and  go 
home  and  that  they  then  continued  down 
the  road  and  he  watched  them  take  the 
road  to  Seaside. 

Webb  Gets  Black  Eye 

Kearney  added  that  later  he  dis¬ 
cussed  the  matter  with  George  Webb, 
floor  manager  for  the  dance,  who  re¬ 
ceived  a  black  eye  in  trying  to  halt  the 
fighting.  Webb  told  him  he  said  that  the 
Saw  and  Timber  union  men  first  entered 
into  an  argument  with  Joe  Pratt,  hook- 
tender  for  the  C-W  and  that  the  truck 
driver  went  to  his  aid  when  they  became 
threatening.  Kearney  said  that  he  pro¬ 
posed  laying  the  matter  before  the  district 
attorney  and  asking  him  to  have  Pratt  and 
other  C-W  men  attacked  called  before  the 
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Paul  Kearney  was  a  deputy  sheriff  at  the  time  of  the  union  conflicts,  but  not  for  long. 
In  1936,  he  ran  against  his  former  boss  and  was  elected  Clatsop  County  Sheriff,  serving 
in  this  office  for  twenty-two  years. 


grand  jury,  which  is  scheduled  to  meet 
again  next  week. 

Webb,  who  operates  a  store  at 
Olney,  and  who  was  floor  manager  at  the 
dance,  said  today  that  the  group  of  timber 
workers  arrived  just  as  the  dance  was 
closing.  He  said  they  were  all  clad  in 
sweaters  of  about  the  same  color.  Four 
or  five  of  them  he  said  immediately  went 
out  on  the  floor  and  engaged  Pratt  in  a 
threatening  argument.  Hopp  came  in  to 
Pratt’s  aid  he  said  and  the  fight  soon 
started.  Webb  said  he  did  not  know  who 
hit  him  in  the  melee  as  he  was  trying  to 
halt  the  fight. 

Grange  Asks  Guard 

The  Olney  Grange  authorities  are 
reported  to  have  asked  and  been  prom¬ 
ised  police  protection  at  their  next  dance. 


An  inquiry  to  Gillespie’s  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Seaside  this  morning  failed  to 
reach  him,  his  office  reporting  that  he 
was  “somewhere  in  Astoria.’’ 

Crown-Willamette  authorities  are 
reported  to  be  having  a  hard  time  holding 
their  men  from  retaliatory  action.  The 
logging  camp  employs  about  300  men 
and  the  group  from  the  Sawmill  workers 
union  which  have  been  accused  of  fo¬ 
menting  disorders  is  far  less  in  number. 

Trouble  at  a  dance  hall  south  of 
Seaside  is  said  to  have  resulted  in  an 
order  forbidding  the  men  employed  by 
that  company  to  attend  there  in  order  to 
avoid  fights.  C-W  employes  are  reported 
to  have  been  planning  a  boycott  of  Sea¬ 
side,  where  they  claim  they  are  exposed 
to  continual  insults  and  attacks  if  they 
venture  there  singly  or  in  small  groups. ♦ 
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When  unions  collide 


SHOOT-OUT  AT 
THE  LEWIS  &  CLARK  CAMP 


By  Robert  Utzinger 


The  Depression  years  of  the  late 
1920s  and  1930s  were  an  era  of  turbu¬ 
lence,  violence,  and  lawbreaking,  nation¬ 
ally,  regionally,  and  locally.  Nationally, 
among  other  incidents,  there  was  the 
veterans’  bonus  march  on  Washington, 
D.C.  in  1 932,  put  to  rout  by  no  less  than 
their  World  War  I  leader,  General 
Douglas  McArthur.  On  the  labor  front, 
there  were  sit-in  strikes  at  the  auto  plants 
and  violence  in  the  coal  mines.  Criminal 
activity  included  the  Lindbergh  kidnap¬ 
ping,  and  bank  robberies  by  Bonnie  and 
Clyde,  Ma  Barker  and  her  sons,  and  John 
Dillinger,  all  of  whom  shot  and  killed 
bankers  and  police  officers  indiscrimi¬ 
nately.  Regionally,  there  was  the  violent 
and  mortal  conflict  between  the  long¬ 
shoremen  and  the  police  on  the  Portland 
waterfront,  and  in  Washington  State, 
there  were  the  Weyerhaeuser  and 
Mattson  kidnappings.  Locally,  Clatsop 
County  was  not  immune  to  the  social 
unrest.  The  incidents  that  come  to  mind 
are  the  bombing  of  the  Youngs  Bay  Co¬ 
operative  Dairy  in  Uniontown  on 
November  30,  1932  and  the  deadly  con¬ 
flict  on  March  7,  1936  at  the  Crown- 
Willamette  logging  camp  near  Seaside. 


(The  story  of  the  first  incident,  the 
bombing  of  the  dairy  along  with  photos, 
will  appear  in  a  future  issue  of  Cumtux.) 

In  the  second  case,  the  genesis  of 
the  warfare  at  the  Crown-Willamette 
Lewis  and  Clark  logging  camp  three 
miles  east  of  Seaside  was  a  jurisdictional 
dispute  between  the  International  Sulfite, 
Pulp  and  Paper  Workers  who  controlled 
the  camp  and  the  Sawmill  and  Timber 
Workers’  union  who  were  picketing  the 
operation  in  order  to  gain  control.  The 
trouble  started  the  previous  May  with 
threats,  intimidation  and  property  dam¬ 
age,  and,  by  August,  escalated  to  beatings 
in  both  Astoria  and  Seaside.  In  all  cases 
on  public  record,  the  C-W  employees 
were  attacked  by  the  other  group.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  arrests  were  made. 

On  Friday  morning,  March  6th, 
1936,  the  Crown  -  Willamette  men  enter¬ 
ing  the  camp  from  the  Melville  road, 
allegedly  were  called  vile  names  by  a 
group  of  pickets  at  the  crossroads.  That 
afternoon,  a  group  of  Crown  -  Willamette 
employees  went  to  the  crossroads  and 
ordered  the  pickets  away.  There  was  an 
argument  but  no  violence,  and  the  pickets 
left.  In  the  evening,  the  camp  was  rife 
with  rumors  that  calls  for  aid  had  been 
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sent  out  to  Sawmill  and  Timber  Workers’ 
groups  in  Portland  and  V emonia,  and  the 
Markham  and  Callow  camp.  Crown- 
Willamette  officials  called  local  law 
enforcement  officers  and  warned  them 
that  there  was  the  possibility  of  trouble 
on  Saturday.  The  warning  was  prophetic. 
At  5:45  A.M.  on  Saturday,  March  6, 

1 936,  a  party  of  approximately  1 50  men 
alleged  to  have  been  pickets  from  the 
Sawmill  and  Timber  Workers’  union 
raided  the  camp.  In  the  ensuing  melee, 
two  men  were  killed,  one  was  seriously 
wounded,  and  a  score  or  more  severely 
but  not  seriously  injured. 

The  dead: 

Jim  Ray  (a.k.a.  James  Mooney),  30, 
logger,  formerly  from  Astoria,  at  the 
time,  residing  in  Seaside.  He  was  sur¬ 
vived  by  a  wife  and  five  children. 

William  Blackwood,  40,  logger, 
employed  at  the  Markham  and  Callow 
camp  south  of  Seaside. 

The  injured: 

William  Weedel,  seriously  wound¬ 
ed,  shot  through  the  hip. 

Alex  Derkacht,  shot  in  the  face  with 
shotgun  pellets. 

C.  C.  McLean,  C-W  camp  foreman, 
beaten  about  the  head  and  back  with 
rocks. 

Joe  Miller,  cut  about  the  head. 

Albert  Anderson,  beaten  over  the 

head. 

T.  E.  Patterson,  cut  about  the  face 
with  shoe  calks  and  back  injuries. 

A  number  of  others  were  bruised 
and  beaten. 

Ray,  Blackwood,  Weedel  and  Joe 
Miller  were  alleged  to  have  been  engaged 
in  the  attack  on  the  camp  when  they  were 
shot  or  injured.  The  remainder  of  those 
listed  were  C-W  employees.  Early  Satur¬ 
day,  Willis  West,  Clatsop  County  district 
attorney,  announced  there  was  a  direct 
connection  between  the  dispute  between 
the  Sawmill  and  Timber  Workers’  union 
and  the  Crown-Willamette  employees 
and  the  fatal  confrontation  at  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  camp. 


West  conducted  an  interview  with 
William  Weedel,  one  of  the  raiders,  who 
was  recovering  from  a  gunshot  wound  in 
an  Astoria  hospital. 

West  identified  Weedel  as  the  busi¬ 
ness  agent  for  the  Portland  local  of  the 
Sawmill  and  Timber  Workers’  union. 

He  then  made  the  following  state¬ 
ment:  “Weedel  told  me  that  he  was  called 
in  Portland  about  8  Friday  night  by  Ray 
Gillespie,  president  of  the  Seaside  local 
of  the  Sawmill  and  Timber  Workers’ 
union.  He  said  that  Gillespie  told  him 
that  'hell  had  broken  loose  down  here’ 
and  that  help  was  needed.” 

West  continued,  “He  then  told  me 
that  he  left  Portland  last  night  with  about 
two  carloads  of  members  of  the  union, 
arriving  in  Seaside  about  4:30  A.M. 
There  he  said  he  found  about  150  men 
assembled  at  Dan’s  pool  hall.  They  left 
soon  afterwards,  he  reported,  for  the  C-W 
camp,  arriving  at  the  junction  about  6 
A.M.  Ray  Gillespie,  he  said,  was  at  the 
road  junction.” 

Weedel’s  further  information  was 
vague.  West  said.  He  admitted  going  into 
the  camp  with  a  large  group  of  men  and 
that  there  was  “considerable  fighting 
there.”  He  said  he  was  shot  as  he  was 
leaving  the  camp  but  could  not  identify 
the  person  who  shot  him. 

Crown-Willamette  officials  and 
employees  all  claimed  that  they  had 
identified  a  number  of  men  said  to  be 
connected  with  the  local  Sawmill  and 
Timber  union  among  the  attacking  party, 
together  with  a  large  number  of  men 
unknown  to  them. 

Saturday  morning,  Governor 
Charles  Martin  ordered  Superintendent 
Charles  Pray  of  the  Oregon  State  Police 
to  go  to  Astoria  immediately.  At  the  same 
time,  a  squad  of  twelve  troopers  was 
dispatched  from  Portland  under  Captain 
Vayne  Gurdane.  He  later  reported  the 
situation  “under  control.”  Pray  was  to 
report  to  the  governor  as  soon  as  he  as¬ 
sessed  the  situation  personally. 
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Pray  was  quoted  as  saying,  “We 
will  augment  our  force  of  men  in  Clatsop 
County  if  and  when  necessary.” 

By  Monday,  twenty-five  state  police 
troopers  were  maintaining  rigid  patrols 
at  the  C-W  camp  and  the  surrounding 
area.  Seaside  beer  parlors  were  closed 
Saturday  and  Sunday  but  were  expected 
to  re-open  soon.  The  situation  was  re¬ 
garded  as  peaceful  and  “under  control.” 

Monday  morning,  discovery  was 
made  that  a  tractor  and  a  bulldozer  had 
been  blown  into  fragments  at  the  Crown- 
Willamette  Black  Bridge  camp,  ten  miles 
south  of  Seaside.  The  smashed  equipment 
was  found  by  employees  Monday  morn¬ 


ing.  All  men,  including  the  watchman, 
were  withdrawn  from  the  camp  Saturday. 
Only  a  few  men  lived  at  the  camp,  and  it 
was  feared  an  attack  might  be  made  upon 
them.  No  one  heard  the  explosion,  and 
the  time  of  the  blast  was  not  known. 

Also  on  Monday,  Governor  Martin 
announced  that  he  was  appointing  a  “fact 
finding”  commission  to  investigate  the 
Clatsop  County  Timber  Workers’  war. 
Members  appointed  were  Dr.  Dexter 
Keezer,  President  of  Reed  College,  repre¬ 
senting  “respectable  citizens  of  the  state”; 
Charles  Gram,  State  Labor  Commis¬ 
sioner,  representing  the  working  men’s 
interest;  and  Wallace  S.  Wharton,  the 
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governor’s  executive  secretary,  represent¬ 
ing  the  state  administration. 

Governor  Martin  was  a  retired  U.S. 
Army  General  who  had  been  elected  on 
a  “law  and  order”  plank  in  his  campaign. 

He  issued  the  following  press  state¬ 
ment:  “It  is  the  duty  of  a  government 
when  the  public  peace  is  threatened  not 
to  mediate  but  to  command.  It  should 
prevent  parties  from  breaking  the  law  by 
public  force  and  not  persuade  them  to 
keep  it  by  private  understanding.” 

By  Monday  there  were  twenty-five 
men  being  held  in  jail  on  charges  of 
inciting  or  participating  in  a  riot.  Among 
those  being  held  were  the  following: 

Ray  Gillespie,  president,  Seaside 
local  of  the  Sawmill  and  Timber  Work¬ 
ers’  union. 

Tom  Layman,  vice-president. 

Francis  Gassner,  recording  secre¬ 
tary. 

Lee  Gillespie,  trustee. 

Among  others  arrested  was  Lee 
Jones  who  was  indicted  some  months 
earlier  on  charges  of  assault  and  battery 
following  an  attack  on  C-W  employees. 
He  was  acquitted  by  a  local  jury .  Follow¬ 
ing  his  latest  arrest  he  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  1 40  shotgun  pellet  wounds 
from  his  knees  to  his  waist,  requiring 
treatment,  although  the  lead  pellets  had 
been  removed  previously.  Jones  refused 
to  comment  on  where  or  how  the  wounds 
were  received.  His  only  statement  was, 
“Here  I  am  in  jail  and  the  fellow  who  did 
this  to  me  is  loose.” 

Six  of  the  twenty-five  had  formal 
charges  of  “riot  involving  unlawful  as¬ 
sembly  and  unlawfully  and  violently, 
feloniously,  forcibly  and  riotously”  at¬ 
tacking  C.  C.  McLean,  C-W  camp  fore¬ 
man,  “while  armed  with  a  dangerous 
weapon.”  No  visitors  were  permitted 
them. 

The  district  attorney  also  announced 
that  after  a  conference  with  County  Coro¬ 
ner  Hollis  Ransom,  a  decision  had  been 
reached  not  to  hold  any  inquest  over  the 
bodies  of  James  Ray  and  William  Black¬ 


wood,  the  two  men  killed  in  the  raid  on 
the  Crown- Willamette  camp.  He  said  the 
men  met  their  deaths  in  making  an  unlaw¬ 
ful  assault  upon  men  and  property  of 
Crown-Willamette.  County  Coroner 
Hollis  Ransom  said  that  a  post-mortem 
examination  of  the  two  men  revealed  it 
impossible  to  trace  the  weapon  that  was 
used  to  kill  them.  He  said  that  the  small 
caliber,  high-power,  “mushroom”  bullets, 
which  struck  them,  had  burst  on  impact, 
breaking  into  tiny  fragments  and  literally 
exploding  in  their  chests. 

On  Tuesday,  March  10th,  Ray 
Gillespie,  president  of  the  Seaside  local, 
made  the  first  statement  by  an  official  of 
the  Sawmill  and  Timber  Workers’  union 
regarding  the  affray. 

In  an  interview  with  a  representative 
of  the  Astorian  Budget  he  stated: 

“We  went  to  the  Crown-Willamette 
camp  Saturday  morning  with  only  two 
purposes  in  mind.  One  was  to  strengthen 
and  maintain  our  picket  line,  which  had 
been  driven  away  the  day  before,  and  the 
other  was  to  try  to  induce  the  Crown- 
Willamette  men  to  join  our  organization 
which  has  rightful  jurisdiction  over  log¬ 
ging  work  in  this  area. 

“We  can’t  understand  why  our  men 
are  held  in  jail,  while  the  killers  of  our 
comrades  go  free.  We  can’t  understand 
the  wholesale  arrests  in  our  ranks  and  not 
of  any  others.  We  can’t  understand  why 
Lee  Jones,  who  was  shot  while  outside 
the  limits  of  the  camp,  is  in  jail  and  the 
man  who  shot  him  is  not.  Jones  has  given 
the  name  of  the  man  who  shot  him  to  the 
officers.” 

Asked  why,  if  his  group  went  to  the 
camp  just  to  maintain  the  picket  lines, 
they  invaded  the  camp  itself,  Gillespie 
replied,  “I  can’t  answer  as  to  that,  I  was¬ 
n’t  there.” 

The  grand  j  ury  investigating  the  riot 
at  the  Crown-Willamette  logging  camp 
convened  on  March  18th. 

Also  on  this  date,  T.  Morris  Dunne 
of  the  State  Industrial  Accident  Commis¬ 
sion  advised  the  governor  that  injured 
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employees  of  Crown-Willamette  would 
receive  Workmen’s  Compensation  but 
that  injured  members  of  the  attacking 
party  would  receive  no  compensation. 

On  March  27th,  the  grand  jury  is¬ 
sued  its  special  report  covering  its  inves¬ 
tigation  of  the  March  7th  riot  at  Crown- 
Willamette’s  Lewis  and  Clark  logging 
camp. 

The  report  was  in  three  parts.  The 
first  was  the  forty-seven  indictments 
returned  charging  participation  in  the 
fatal  labor  riot.  The  second  charged  the 
Clatsop  County  Sheriff,  J.  V.  Bums,  with 
laxness  in  his  sworn  duty,  in  that  had  he 
acted  by  being  present  with  additional 
help  after  being  notified,  the  riot  would 
not  have  taken  place.  The  jury  also 
recommended  that  additional  state  police 
be  stationed  in  this  area  until  such  time 
that  local  authorities  could  control  the 
situation.  Sheriff  Bums,  when  queried  in 
regard  to  the  grand  jury  report  responded, 
“If  I  had  been  there  I  would  have  been  at 
the  crossroads  with  Deputy  Kearney  and 
Trooper  Jones.  Jackson,  Crown 
Willamette  superintendent,  was  also  at 
the  crossroads,  not  at  the  camp.  So  he 
too,  evidently,  expected  trouble  at  the 
crossroads,  not  at  the  camp.” 

Coincidentally,  on  the  day  the  grand 
jury  report  was  issued,  the  final  act  of 
attempted  violence  occurred  at  the  camp. 
Guards  who  were  watching  the  camp 
gasoline  storage  tanks  fired  shots.  The 
guards  allegedly  noted  one  or  more  men 
trying  to  slip  into  the  camp  under  cover 
of  darkness.  They  fled  after  the  gunfire 
and  no  further  trouble  occurred. 

On  April  1st,  thirty-five  of  the  de¬ 
fendants  appeared  before  Judge  Howard 
K.  Zimmerman  to  enter  their  pleas. *  Two 
of  the  defendants  were  not  present.  Wil¬ 
liam  Weebel  was  still  in  a  Portland  hospi¬ 
tal  recovering  from  a  gunshot  wound,  and 
Jim  Miller  was  in  the  Kelso  jail  awaiting 
extradition. 

The  men  were  brought  into  the 
courtroom  in  groups  of  eight  or  nine  and 
after  entering  their  “not  guilty”  pleas  and 


requesting  separate  trials,  they  were 
returned  to  jail. 

K.  C.  Tanner,  one  of  their  Portland 
attorneys,  requested  that  the  men  be 
released  on  their  own  recognizance.  After 
some  study,  Judge  Zimmerman  reduced 
the  bail  from  $2000  to  $1000  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  Ray  Gillespie,  local 
union  president,  which  was  held  at 
$5000. 

The  attorneys  were  also  granted  ten 
days  in  which  to  file  an  affidavit  of  preju¬ 
dice  against  Judge  Zimmerman. 

Two  days  later  an  affidavit  of  preju¬ 
dice  was  filed  against  Judge  Zimmerman 
declaring  that  the  judge  was  prejudiced 
against  all  and  each  of  the  defendants  and 
against  their  Portland  attorneys. 

Following  the  filing  of  the  affidavit, 
immediate  arrangements  were  made 
through  Chief  Justice  J.  U.  Campbell  of 
the  Oregon  Supreme  Court  to  appoint 
another  judge.  Justice  Campbell  named 
Judge  T.  R.  Peters  of  Hillsboro  to  hear 
the  case. 

The  change  in  judges  interfered 
with  the  matter  of  obtaining  release  of  the 
imprisoned  defendants  as  it  removed 
Judge  Zimmerman  from  the  case  and  all 
orders  approving  bail  bonds  and  release, 
needed  signatures  of  Judge  Peters,  neces¬ 
sitating  a  trip  to  Hillsboro  in  each  case. 

In  a  surprising  development  an¬ 
nounced  April  16th,  a  truce  was  an¬ 
nounced  concerning  the  union  jurisdic¬ 
tional  dispute  at  Crown’s  Lewis  and 
Clark  logging  camp. 

Crown-Willamette  had  agreed  to 
take  back  all  old  employees  whether  or 
not  they  were  affiliated  with  the  Sawmill 
and  Timber  Workers’  union.  This  would 
be  accomplished  as  natural  turnover  and 
additional  operations  permitted.  The 
offer  applied  only  to  those  who  had  not 
been  directly  connected  with  the  beatings 
or  riot  charges. 

The  offer  was  made  in  response  to 
the  action  by  the  Seaside  local  and  the 
Lower  Columbia  District  Council  in 
withdrawing  their  boycott  of  the  com- 
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pany’s  operation  in  the  county  and  the  the  attorney  general’s  office  entire  re¬ 


sponsibility  for  the  conduct  of  the  case. 
B.  A.  Green,  a  defense  attorney, 


removing  of  pickets. 

The  new  arrangement  would  not 


affect  the  present  employees  of  the  com-  kept  referring  to  “things  we  want  to  do” 
pany  who  were  members  of  the  Interna-  and  “objects  we  expect  to  accomplish", 
tional  Sulfite  and  Pulp,  Paper  Workers’  apparently  references  to  proceedings  in 
union.  the  privacy  of  chambers  and  without 

With  a  truce  in  place,  on  April  27,  explanation  of  the  matters  referred  to. 
1936,  all  of  the  defendants  changed  their  West  was  rebuffed  when  he  asked 

pleas  to  guilty  and  were  sentenced  and  the  court  to  order  payment  of  about 
paroled.  $2000  by  the  defendants  to  cover  the  cost 

Ray  Gillespie,  president  of  the  of  investigation  and  preparation  of  the 
Seaside  local  was  sentenced  to  three  case. 

years  in  the  penitentiary  and  paroled.  His  An  attempt  by  Wade  to  make  the 

parole,  in  addition  to  the  usual  clauses  matter  of  payment  for  the  damage  done 
dealing  with  good  behavior,  was  further  to  property  a  parole  condition  was  also 
qualified  by  a  ban  against  holding  any  defeated  when  Green  said  that  “this  mat- 
office  in  a  labor  union  or  taking  a  direct  ter  will  be  taken  care  of  in  another  way.” 
part  in  any  labor  movement  during  the  Green  did  not  explain  the  statement,  and 
time  of  his  parole.  Wade  did  not  press  the  matter. 

The  remaining  defendants  were  So  the  conflict  was  resolved,  but  not 

marshaled  before  the  judge  and  each  in  to  everyone’s  satisfaction.  The  exclusion 
turn  pleaded  guilty.  Thirty-one  of  the  of  the  Clatsop  County  District  Attorney 
defendants  received  sentences  of  one  from  the  proceedings,  and  the  wheeling 
year  in  the  county  jail  and  were  paroled,  and  dealing  prior  to  and  during  the  sen- 
Three  of  the  defendants  received  county  tencings  flew  in  the  face  of  the  gover- 
jail  sentences  of  one  day  less  than  a  year,  nor’s  announced  goal  of  “not  persuading 
These  three  were  aliens  and  would  have  by  private  understanding, 
been  subject  to  deportation  if  sentenced  What  of  the  conflict  itself?  What  a 

to  a  year  or  more.  waste!  What  a  cost!  Two  men  slain, 

Two  defendants  were  not  sentenced  scores  wounded  and  injured,  numerous 
at  this  time.  One  was  in  police  custody  men  in  jail,  and  extensive  property  dam- 
on  another  charge.  The  other  was  Wil-  age. 

liam  Weebel,  the  Portland  business  agent  To  what  end?  To  an  outsider,  it 

still  in  the  hospital  recovering  from  a  appeared  that  it  was  back  to  the  status 

gunshot  wound.  quo. 

The  proceedings  were  subject  to  So  peace  and  some  measure  ot 

emphatic  objection  by  Willis  West,  tranquility  returned  to  this  comer  of 
Clatsop  County  District  Attorney,  who  Clatsop  County,  closing  a  tragic  chapter 
was  effectively  shut  out  ofthe  case  by  the  in  the  county’s  history, 
state  attorney  general’s  office  as  repre¬ 
sented  by  Francis  Wade.  West  was  forced  *Those  indicted  were: 
to  sit  and  listen  to  the  state  plead  for  the  Andrew  Lassila  Lester  Gillespie 
r^lpaQP  of  the  indicted  men  on  the  Francis  Gazzner  Willet  Acker 
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Cyrio  Jones 
Ernest  McLaren 
Robert  Cotton 
Uuno  Rautio 
John  Craford 
Charles  Melis 
Frank  O’Connor 
John  Pierce 
Edward  Layman 


William  Wedel 
Edward  Boudreau 
James  Stidham 
Joe  Paenek 
Harry  Wilson 
Laurence  Acord 
Walter  Bergerson 
Robert  Kilby 
and  1 0  John  Does  (for 
others  that  might  be 
added  later) 


Witnesses  were: 

George  Craford,  Vernonia 
James  Rosenberg,  Astoria 
Emil  Pouttinen,  Astoria 
Max  Greenberg,  Astoria 
Dorothy  Grimberg,  Astoria 
George  Gamble,  Astoria 
Walter  Lauri,  Astoria 
George  Nyman,  Astoria 
Lloyd  Baker,  Seaside 
Dan  Danielson,  Seaside 
Conrad  Jensen,  Seaside 
F.E.  Smith,  Seaside 


G.J.  Hawkins,  Hebo 
Chet  Hoffman,  Hebo 
Orble  Pierce,  Nehalem 

Members  of  the  Grand  Jury: 
William  A.  Paulsen,  Astoria 
Gosta  E.  Pierson,  Astoria 
Albert  A.  Penttila,  Astoria 
Marie  O.  Wicks,  Astoria 
Gertrude  E.  Masterson,  Astoria 
Lena  M.  Felice,  Astoria 
Jacob  E.  Miller,  Astoria 
Hulda  Click,  Astoria 
Henry  Gustafson,  Astoria 
Milton  Sanford,  Astoria 
Henry  E.  Klopfer,  Astoria 
James  J.  Robinson,  Astoria 
Eldred  Brach,  Astoria 
Joseph  Brunold,  Astoria 
William  Langhardt,  Astoria 
M.E.  Masterson,  Astoria 
Harry  Welch,  Rt.  1,  Astoria 
Hugo  Seppa,  Rt.  1 ,  Astoria 


STAND  BY  YOUR  MAN 
AND  HOW! 

By  Robert  Utzinger 


The  women  of  Crown’s  Lewis  and 
Clark  logging  camp  rallied  to  support 
their  men  folk  in  repulsing  the  raid  on 
their  homes  by  100  to  150  pickets  from 
the  Sawmill  and  Timber  Workers’  union. 

Mrs.  Lila  Tuckness,  a  resident  of 
the  camp  and  wife  of  a  Crown- 
Willamette  employee  related  the  follow¬ 
ing  story  to  a  reporter  from  the  Astorian 
Budget : 

“I  was  cooking  breakfast  and  heard 
a  noise  of  breaking  glass  and  smashing 
of  metal.  I  rushed  out  of  the  house  and 
saw  a  man  pounding  on  cars  parked  in 


the  road  with  a  sledge  hammer  and  a  big 
bunch  of  men  throwing  rocks  at  the  bunk- 
house  windows.  I  picked  up  some  rocks 
and  threw  them  at  the  men.  Then  I  walk¬ 
ed  back  and  called  to  Mr.  Straight,  a 
neighbor,  to  get  his  gun  and  come  on,  as 
the  camp  was  being  raided. 

“I  ran  down  to  the  garage  to  get  our 
gun  which  was  locked  in  the  car.  I  could¬ 
n’t  find  the  gun  but  I  found  a  piece  of  gas 
pipe  and  a  large  file.  I  then  ran  back  up 
the  road  and  saw  a  man  named 
McCullough,  one  of  our  men,  with  a  gun. 
One  of  the  men  attacking  the  camp  rush 
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CCHS  Photo  No.  24,408-690  Sam  Churchill  Collection 

Loggers  seated  on  a  load  of  logs  probably  hauled  in  by  what  appears  to  be  a  very  large 
donkey  engine.  The  date  of  the  photo  was  April  26,  1927,  some  eight  years  before  the 
disturbances  described  in  the  following  article.  The  other  half  of  the  photo  is  shown  on 
the  cover. 
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ed  in  and  grabbed  his  gun.  I  grabbed  him 
and  he  hit  me.  I  then  swung  the  gas  pipe 
as  hard  as  I  could  and  hit  him  over  the 
head  with  it.  He  fell  down  at  once  and 
some  others  had  to  come  and  pick  him 
up.  They  were  leaving  the  camp  then  and 
I  ran  down  to  the  gate  to  help  chase  them 
out.  One  of  them  reached  around  and  hit 
me  on  the  nose  and  knocked  me  down. 
I  wasn’t  hurt  but  jarred  a  bit.” 

While  giving  her  statement,  Mrs. 
Tuckness  was  preparing  to  drive  to  Sea¬ 
side  with  friends.  She  was  holding  a  ma¬ 
chinist’s  hammer  wrapped  in  a  paper 


sack  and  announced  she  was  prepared  to 
use  it. 

Other  women  in  the  camp  were 
extremely  bitter  about  what  they  charged 
was  the  failure  of  Sheriff  Jack  Bums  to 
provide  them  adequate  protection.  One 
woman  said,  “I  went  up  to  the  county  jail 
in  Astoria  with  a  bunch  of  other  women 
and  we  begged  the  sheriff  for  protection. 
All  we  got  was  a  slap  on  the  back,  a 
laugh,  and  the  assurance  we  didn’t  need 
any  protection.  I  wish  that  sheriff  was 
here  this  morning.  I’d  tell  him  some¬ 
thing.” 


Names  oj  flstoria  Streets 

This  is  a  rough  guide  to  the  change  of  street  names  in  Astoria  about  the  turn 
of  the  century.  For  a  short  period  of  time  in  the  1 890s,  streets  from  Astor  on  up  the 
hill  were  numbered  beginning  with  “First,”  “Second,”  etc. 

Remember  -  House  numbers  changed  in  1955. 


Old 

New 

Old 

New 

Concomly 

Astor 

Polk 

5th 

Chenamus 

Bond 

Washington 

6th 

Squemoque 

Commer. 

Lafayette 

7th 

Jefferson 

Duane 

Benton 

8th 

Astor 

Exchange 

Main 

9th 

Court 

Franklin 

Cass 

10th 

Water 

Marine 

Genevieve 

11th 

Cushing  Court 

Duane 

Hamilton 

12th 

Sedar  (Cedar) 

Exchange 

West  10th  (?) 

13th 

Wall 

Franklin 

West  9th 

14th 

Arch 

Grand 

West  8th 

15th 

Spruce 

Irving 

West  7th 

16th 

Berry 

Jerome 

West  6th 

17th 

Williams 

Franklin 

West  5th 

18th 

Hemlock 

Grand 

West  4th 

19th 

Pine 

Harrison 

West  3rd 

20th 

Wing 

Irving 

West  2nd 

21st 

Spruce 

2nd 

West  1st 

22nd 

Madison 

3rd 

Salmon 

23  rd 

Jackson 

4th 

Broadway 

24th 
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The  Clatsop  County 

Historical  Society 


Corporate  Sponsors  receive: 

■  Prominent  listing  as  a  Corporate  Sponsor  at  the  Heritage 
Museum 

■  One  year  subscription  to  Cumtwc  with  an  annual  listing  as  a 
Corporate  Sponsor 

■  CCHS  Newsletter 

■  Two  complimentary  tickets  to  the  Annual  Holiday  Dinner 

■  Two  complimentary  tickets  to  “Plum  Pudding”  at  the  Flavel 
House  in  December 

■  Twelve  museum  admission  passes 

■  Special  gift  from  the  Historical  Society 


Business  Sponsors  receive: 

■  Prominent  listing  as  a  Business  Sponsor  at  the  Heritage 
Museum 

■  Admission  to  all  three  museums 

■  One  year  subscription  to  Cumtux  with  an  annual  listing  as  a 
Business  Sponsor 

■  One  year  subscription  to  CCHS  Newsletter  including  listing 

■  Window  decal 

■  10%  discount  in  museum  shops 

■  Four  museum  admission  passes 

■  Special  gift  from  the  Historical  Society 

For  more  information  on  Business  and  Corporate  Sponsor  support, 
contact  CCHS  at  (503)  325-2203. 
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The  Corporate  and  Business  Sponsorship 

Program 


provides  important  financial  support. 

The  Clatsop  County  Historical  Society 
gratefully  acknowledges  these 


Corporate  Sponsors  of  CCHS 

The  Astorian-Budget  Publishing  Company,  Astoria 
The  Bank  of  Astoria,  Astoria 
Wells  Fargo  Bank,  Astoria 

and 


Business  Sponsors  of  CCHS 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  J.  Comstock  -  Crest  Motel,  Astoria 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Blair  Henningsgaard,  Astoria 
Rae  Goforth  -  Historical  Tours  of  Astoria,  Astoria 


Please  Join  Us! 

Call  or  write: 

CLATSOP  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
1618  Exchange  Street,  Astoria,  OR  97103  —  (503)  325-2203 
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Courtesy  of  Robert  P.  Kearney 


LEWIS  AND  CLARK  SCHOOL  1938 

1st  row:  Billy  Shaman,  James  Elliot,  Bob  Schaudt,  Stan  Worth,  Rowltor  Morrison, 
Glenn  Wright,  Donald  Hoge,  Maurice  Myers  (?),  Marcia  Kobayashi,  Joyce  Kleger. 
2nd:  Bill  Larsen,  Betty  Wong,  Laverne  Olsen,  Gerry  Weaver  (?),  Georgia  Andrews, 
Donna  Mitchell,  Mary  Lou  Bakkensen. 

3rd:  David  Lewis,  Harry  Flavel,  Bobby  Thompson,  Kenneth  Cox,  Mary  Chisholm, 
Rosamond  Maunula,  Dorothy  Olsen. 

4th:  Robert  Kearney,  Roy  Bengstrom,  Bob  Kendall,  John  Foster,  Jim  Ryan,  Gloria 
Engbretsen,  Juanita  Bishop,  Dolores  Robinson(?). 
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